
1
Monday, October 8, 2012LOCAL

On Top Of The  News Email: news@arubatoday.com  website: www.arubatoday.com Tel:+297 582-7800   Monday, October 8, 2012

IAN JAMES 
Associated Press
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 
— President Hugo Chavez’s 
crusade to transform Ven-
ezuela into a socialist state, 
which has bitterly divided 
the nation, was put to the 
stiffest electoral test of his 

Voters wait in line outside a polling station in Catia, a slum in Caracas, Venezuela, Oct. 7, 2012. The landmark election could give President Hugo Chavez a new term 
or replace him with a youthful, more moderate challenger, Henrique Capriles. 

(Meridith Kohut/The New York Times)

nearly 14 years in power on 
Sunday in a closely fought 
presidential election.
Both camps said turnout 
was high, with millions of 
Venezuelans casting bal-
lots. Long lines formed at 
many polling centers, with 
queues of hundreds of vot-

ers snaking along side-
walks and around blocks in 
many parts of Caracas.
Polling places were sched-
uled to begin closing at 6 
p.m. local time, but stations 
remained open wherever 
voters were still waiting in 
line at the close. Officials 

began counting ballots at 
stations where voting fin-
ished, but electoral officials 
gave no indication of when 
they might begin releasing 
partial returns.
Chavez’s challenger, Hen-
rique Capriles, united the 
opposition in a contest be-

tween two sides that distrust 
each other so deeply that 
some expressed concerns 
whether a close election 
result would be respected.

Continued on Page 3
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BOB CHRISTIE
Associated Press
PHOENIX (AP) — The U.S. 
Border Patrol agent killed 
last week in a shooting in 
southern Arizona apparent-
ly opened fire on two fellow 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
House Intelligence Com-
mittee is warning that Chi-
na’s two leading technol-
ogy firms pose a major se-
curity threat to the United 
States.
The panel says regulators 
should block mergers and 
acquisitions in the U.S. by 
Huawei Technologies Ltd. 
and ZTE Corp. It also ad-

Christy Ivie, center, wife of Nicolas Ivie, holds back tears during 
news conference about slain U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
agent Nicolas Ivie, in Sierra Vista, Ariz.

(AP Photo/Gary M. Williams)

Union: Border agents opened fire on each other
agents thinking they were 
armed smugglers and was 
killed when they returned 
fire, the head of the Border 
Patrol agents’ union said 
Sunday.
The two sets of agents ap-

proached an area where 
a sensor had been acti-
vated early Tuesday from 
different directions early 
Tuesday and encountered 
each other in an area of 
heavy brush, National Bor-

der Patrol Council presi-
dent George McCubbin 
said. Agent Nicholas Ivie 
apparently opened fire first 
and wounded one of the 
other agents but was killed 
in the return fire.
“I don’t know what it was 
he saw or heard that trig-
gered this whole event,” 
McCubbin said. “Unfor-
tunately it resulted in his 
death and another agent 
injured.”
Acting Cochise County 
Sheriff Rod Rothrock con-
firmed the scenario but 
would not say if Ivie was 
the first to shoot, saying 
that was up to the federal 
agencies involved.
The new details add to a 
FBI statement Friday that 
the shooting appeared to 
be a friendly fire incident 
that involved no one but 
the agents.
Sensors are set up in differ-
ent areas along the U.S.-

Mexico border to detect 
smugglers or illegal immi-
grants, with Border Patrol 
agents responding when 
they’re set off. The shooting 
occurred in a rugged hilly 
area about five miles north 
of the border near Bisbee, 
Arizona, an area known for 
illegal trafficking.
McCubbin and Rothrock 
both said the two sets of 
agents knew the others 
were heading to the area 
on foot but apparently 
didn’t know they were so 
close. McCubbin said he’d 
been briefed by the agen-
cy, while Rothrock’s agen-
cy has been involved with 
the investigation.
“It was dark, very, very rug-
ged terrain, and what they 
could see of each other 
was further obscured by 
the fact that there was 
brush and cacti and stuff 
like that between them,” 
Rothrock said.q

US panel: 

Chinese tech giants 
pose security threat

vises that U.S. government 
systems not include equip-
ment from the two firms, 
and that private U.S. com-
panies avoid business with 
them.
The results of the commit-
tee’s yearlong probe, due 
to be released Monday, 
could hamper Huawei and 
ZTE’s ambitions to expand 
their business in America. q
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Residents wait in line at a polling station to vote in the presidential election in the Catia neighborhood 
of Caracas, Venezuela, Sunday, Oct. 7, 2012. President Hugo Chavez is running for re-election 
against opposition candidate Henrique Capriles. 

(AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)

Venezuela election sees unprecedented turnout
“We will recognize the re-
sults, whatever they are,” 
Chavez told reporters after 
casting his vote in Caracas.
Chavez was greeted at the 
polling center by American 
actor Danny Glover and 
Guatemalan Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate Rigoberta 
Menchu. He said he was 
pleased to see a “massive 
turnout.” Capriles said af-
ter voting that the election 
had been free of violence.
“We’ve shown the world 
that we’re resolving our 
differences peacefully 
through the vote, as it 
should be,” Capriles said. 
He noted that he had nev-
er lost an election and said 
he was wearing his “lucky” 
brown suede shoes.
“Today Venezuela is go-
ing to win,” Capriles said. 
“We’re going to respect 
what the people say.”
The stakes in the country 
with the world’s largest 
known oil reserves couldn’t 
be higher.
If Chavez wins a new six-
year term, he gets a free 
hand to push for an even 
bigger state role in the 
economy, further limit dis-
sent and continue to be-
friend rivals of the United 
States. With a Capriles win, 
an abrupt foreign policy 
shift can be expected, in-
cluding halting preferential 
oil deals with allies such as 
Cuba, along with a loos-
ening of state economic 
controls and an increase in 
private investment. A tense 
transition would likely follow 
until the January inaugura-
tion because Chavez’s po-
litical machine thoroughly 
controls the wheels of gov-
ernment.
Some Venezuelans were 
nervous about what might 
happen if disputes erupt 
over the election’s an-
nounced outcome.

“There’s a little anxiety on 
one side and also on the 
other,” said Deyanira Du-
arte, who voted for Capriles 

in downtown Caracas. She 
said she was worried about 
what could happen if there 
was a dispute over the re-
sults.
Others said they were sim-
ply pleased to be out back-
ing their candidate.
Carlos Julio Silva, a body-
guard employed by a pri-
vate security company, 
said whatever his faults, 
Chavez deserved re-elec-
tion for helping people with 
programs including free 
medical care and public 
housing.
“There is corruption, there’s 
plenty of bureaucracy, but 
the people have never 
had a leader who cared 
about this country,” Silva 
said after voting for Chavez 
at a school in the Caracas 
slum of Petare. “That’s why 

the people are going to re-
elect Hugo Rafael Chavez 
Frias.”
At many polling places, 

voters started lining up 
hours before polls opened 
at dawn. Some said they 
waited in line for more than 

four hours to vote, while in 
other areas the lines moved 
more quickly.
Some passed the time out-
side polling centers with 
folding chairs, chatting 
with relatives and friends. 
Others held umbrellas to 
block the sun. Maria Leonis 
was selling CDs of Chavez’s 
campaign theme mu-
sic on a sidewalk next to 
a polling center. “Today 
I’ve sold about 100 CDs, 
just Chavez’s song,” Leonis 
said, adding that she sup-
ported Chavez because 
“I want to keep seeing 
change.” Chavez’s critics 
said the president has in-
flamed divisions by labeling 
his opponents “fascists,” 
‘’Yankees” and “neo-Na-
zis,” while Chavez’s loyalists 
alleged Capriles would halt 
generous government pro-
grams that assist the poor.
“I’m really tired of all this 
polarization,” said Lissette 
Garcia, a 39-year-old 
clothes seller and Capriles 
supporter who voted in the 
affluent Caracas district of 
Las Mercedes.q

Continued from front
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The Shops at Alhambra Casino

Where Aruba goes to play!
Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com

Play in our fantastic FREE ENTRY
Slot Tournament every Monday!

Registration starts at 7pm with a $350.00 CASH PRIZE pool!

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice.

Monday 
Madness!

Dining
  •  Baskin-Robbins
  •  Dunkin Donuts
  •   Fusion ~ Piano, 

Cigar & Wine Bar
  •   Ginger ~  

Asian Flavors

 
  •  Juan Valdez Café  
  •  Little Caesars 
  •  Subway

Retail
  •  Aruba Aloe®
  •  Aruba Memories
  •   Daher & Company
  •   Diamonds 

International
  •  Divi Logo Shop

 
  •   Intermezzo ~ 

The Salon
  •  R-Glass
  •  The Lazy Lizard
  •  The Market

Obama raises California cash for race’s last month

The shadow of Air Force One with President Barack Obama 
aboard is cast on a parking lot as it arrives at Los Angeles Inter-
national Airport on Air Force One, Sunday, Oct. 7, 2012, in Los 
Angeles. 
(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

WASHINGTON (AP) — Fresh 
off his strongest fundraising 
month this year, President 
Barack Obama is looking to 
raise millions of dollars from 
celebrities and wealthy do-
nors in California with just 
one month left in a tighten-
ing race.
The two-day swing through 
the solidly Democratic state 
highlights the critical role 
that fundraising will play in 
the campaign’s fi nal weeks 
as Obama and his Repub-
lican rival, Mitt Romney, 
escalate their barrage of 
television ads in competi-
tive states like Ohio in the 
run-up to the Nov. 6 elec-
tion. The president is to re-
turn there Tuesday.
Romney, campaigning in 
up-for-grabs Florida, sought 
to build on the momen-
tum from a debate perfor-
mance last week that even 
Democrats conceded was 
“masterful.” The Republi-
can told a crowd of about 
12,000 in Port St. Lucie that 
he had enjoyed himself, 

ticking off a list of Obama 
shortcomings he said he 
had exposed during the fi rst 
debate.
“Now of course, days later, 

we’re hearing his excuses,” 
Romney said. “And next 
January we’ll be watching 
him leave the White House 
for the last time.”
As Romney fi nished speak-

ing spoke, someone in the 
crowd of supporters be-
hind him held up a giant 
Israeli fl ag alongside small-
er American fl ags, under-

scoring the amplifi ed role 
that foreign affairs and the 
Middle East is playing as the 
presidential race draws to a 
close. Romney on Monday 
plans a major foreign pol-

icy address at the Virginia 
Military Institute, intended 
to throw Obama back on 
his heels over his handling 
of unrest in Libya and else-
where.
Obama campaign spokes-
woman Jennifer Psaki, dis-
missing what she called 
Romney’s fourth or fi fth at-
tempt to explain his global 
intentions, said the bar is 
high for Romney to con-
vince voters he’s prepared 
to be commander in chief.
“We are not going to be 
lectured by someone who’s 
been an unmitigated disas-
ter on foreign policy every 
time he sticks his toe in the 
foreign policy waters,” Psaki 
said aboard Air Force One 
as Obama made his way to 
California.
Even as Romney sought to 
reap further rewards from 
his debate performance, 
a string of good news for 
the president threatened to 
steal the former Massachu-
setts governor’s spotlight.
A jobs report Friday showing 

unemployment at the low-
est levels of Obama’s presi-
dency, down to 7.8 per-
cent, was quickly followed 
Saturday by a fundraising 
report showing Obama and 
Democrats had raised $181 
million in September. It was 
their best fundraising month 
of the campaign, but fell 
short of their record $190 
million raised in September 
2008 as the president cam-
paigned for his fi rst term.
Romney’s campaign has 
not released its report for 
the month, and Republi-
cans sought to downplay 
Obama’s fi nancial advan-
tage. The party’s national 
chairman, Reince Priebus, 
said he had been counting 
all along on being outraised 
by Obama and Democrats.
“This isn’t going to come 
down to money. This is 
going to come down to 
heart,” Priebus said. “We’ll 
beat them on the ground, 
and we’ll have all the 
money we need to be 
competitive.”
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FRAMINGHAM, Massachu-
setts (AP) — The pharmacy 
that distributed a steroid 
linked to an outbreak of 
fungal meningitis has issued 
a voluntary recall of all of its 
products, calling the move 
a precautionary measure.
The New England Com-
pounding Center an-
nounced the recall over 
the weekend. The com-
pany said in a news release 
that the move was taken 
out of an abundance of 
caution because of the risk 
of contamination. It says 
there is no indication that 
any other products have 
been contaminated.
The Food and Drug Admin-
istration had previously told 
health professionals not to 
use any products distribut-
ed by the center.
The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
posted updated figures to 
its website Sunday showing 

MOBILE, Alabama (AP) — 
Classmates and friends are 
questioning why a police 
officer fatally shot a Uni-
versity of South Alabama 
freshman who was naked 
and had been banging on 
a window at police head-
quarters.
Campus officials didn’t 
give any indication that Gil 
Collar, 18, had a weapon 
when he was shot. A uni-
versity spokesman said he 
was fatally wounded about 
1:30 a.m. Saturday after an 
officer heard a bang on a 
window and went outside 
to investigate.
A statement issued by uni-
versity spokesman Keith 
Ayers said Collar, who 
wrestled in high school be-
fore enrolling at South Ala-
bama, assumed a “fighting 
stance” and chased an 
officer before being shot. 
The officer tried to retreat 
numerous times to defuse 
the situation before open-
ing fire, the school said.
But sophomore Tyler Ken-
drick said campus authori-
ties haven’t provided any 
satisfying answers about 
why Collar was killed.
“Really, it just upsets me 
that there’s no other way 

Friends baffled by killing 
of fellow college student

to apprehend an unarmed 
student rather than shoot-
ing him. 
I don’t understand that,” 
Kendrick said.
Student Joshua Frye said it 
seemed the officer could 
have used something other 
than a firearm to stop Col-
lar. “What I feel is that a 
cop has more than a gun,” 
he said.
The officer was placed on 
paid leave, and an autop-
sy will determine if drugs or 
alcohol were involved.
Campus officials said the 
confrontation was record-
ed by security cameras. 
The video and other infor-
mation has been turned 
over to the district attorney 
and the Mobile County 
Sheriff’s Office, which will 
review the shooting.
Collar was the second per-
son killed on the South Ala-
bama campus since last 
year.
A university freshman was 
charged with murder in the 
fatal stabbing of another 
teenager who was slain in 
an on-campus apartment 
in July 2011. The victim was 
a visitor to campus and 
was not enrolled, authori-
ties said.q

The New England Compounding Center announced over 
the weekend in a news release a voluntary recall of all of its 
products. The company said in a news release that the move 
was taken out of an abundance of caution because of the risk 
of contamination. It says there is no indication that any other 
products have been contaminated. 

(AP Photo/Stephan Savoia)

Pharmacy linked to outbreak issues recall
there are now more than 
90 confirmed cases of the 
rare form of fungal men-
ingitis. The outbreak spans 
nine states and has killed at 
least seven people.
The states with reported 
cases are: Florida, Indiana, 
Maryland, Michigan, Min-
nesota, North Carolina, 
Ohio, Tennessee and Vir-
ginia. The steroid linked to 
the outbreak had already 
been recalled, and health 
officials have been scram-
bling to notify anyone who 
may have received an in-
jection of it. The Massachu-
setts pharmacy that made 
it has said it is cooperating 
with investigators.
It is not yet known ex-
actly how many people 
may have been affected, 
though it could affect hun-
dreds or even thousands of 
people who received the 
steroid injections for back 
pain from July to Septem-

ber.
Meningitis is caused by the 
inflammation of menin-
ges, which are protective 
membranes covering the 

brain and spinal cord. Fun-
gal meningitis is not con-
tagious like its more com-
mon viral and bacterial 
counterparts.q
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JOHN ELIGON
©  2012 New York Times
KANSAS CITY, Mo. – For es-
tablishment Republicans, it 
is decision time in the Mis-
souri Senate race.
Should they return to Rep. 
Todd Akin’s corner?
Many quickly withdrew 
their support for Akin weeks 
ago after his controversial 
comments about abortion 
and belief that victims of 
“legitimate rape” have a 
biological mechanism to 
fight off pregnancy, hop-
ing to force him aside so 
another Republican can-
didate could battle the 
Democratic incumbent, 
Sen. Claire McCaskill.
But Akin called their bluff. 
He stayed in the race, reck-
oning that election math 
would oblige them to stick 
with him.
Now, with Akin’s name le-
gally bound to the ballot, 
the election approaching 
and new polling data pre-
senting a clearer idea of his 
chances, Republicans are 
deliberating whether to re-
nege on their reneging.

COLIN MOYNIHAN
©  2012 New York Times
NEW YORK – The mother 
of an unarmed man who 
was fatally shot by a po-
lice detective after being 
pulled over on a highway 
in Queens made a tear-
ful plea this weekend for 
a full and thorough inquiry 
into the circumstances sur-
rounding the shooting of 
her son, Noel Polanco.
“I’m not going to give up 
until I get justice,” Cecilia 
Reyes told a crowd of a 

Rep. Todd Akin (R-Mo.) shakes hands with a man in Harrison-
ville, Mo. Akin, who is running for U.S. Senate, lost support after 
he made comments about abortion and “legitimate rape,” and 
Republicans are deliberating whether to give up on a race that 
could help decide which party controls the Senate or stand by 
him and risk having his words hurt the standing of Republican 
candidates in other states. 

(Steve Hebert/The New York Times)

Some Republicans see little choice but to back Akin
It is one of the trickiest di-
lemmas facing Republi-
cans this election cycle: 
Whether to give up on a 
race that could help de-
cide which party controls 

the U.S. Senate or stand 
by Akin and risk hurting 
Republican candidates in 
other states.

“Are they willing to let a guy 
who should win a seat lose 
a seat because they sat 
on their hands?” asked Mi-
chael Centanni, the chair-
man of Freedom’s Defense 

Fund, which announced 
late last month that it 
would spend a quarter of 
a million dollars in support 

of Akin. “They’re going to 
be in a much worse situa-
tion if he ends up losing by 
a point and they sat on the 
sidelines.”
Newt Gingrich, who at-
tended a fundraiser for 
Akin on Sept. 24 near St. 
Louis, said Republicans 
who rushed to judgment 
needed to consider the er-
ror of their decision.
“Akin’s not the only one 
who made a mistake,” Gin-
grich said in an interview. 
“Just as he had to eat a 
little bit of crow, there are 
some other folks” who will, 
too.
Some of the deep-pock-
eted donors, most notably 
the National Republican 
Senatorial Committee, 
who withdrew their financ-
ing and support of Akin will 
inevitably return, Gingrich 
said.
“I don’t see how they’ll 
avoid getting in the race,” 
he added. But Republicans 
should focus on more than 
the Senate math, said John 
C. Danforth, a former Re-
publican senator from Mis-

souri who distanced himself 
from Akin after the com-
ments in August.
“Akin has come to symbol-
ize a version of the Repub-
lican Party that’s just not 
acceptable to an awful lot 
of people,” Danforth said in 
an interview. “I don’t know 
if he can win or not in the 
election in the Senate race, 
but I think this is bigger than 
one Senate seat. I think it’s 
the brand of the Repub-
lican Party, and I think he 
taints the Republican Par-
ty.” While Danforth is main-
taining his opposition to 
Akin, other Republicans are 
returning to his corner. Sen. 
Roy Blunt of Missouri and 
two other former senators 
from the state, Christopher 
S. Bond and Jim Talent, re-
cently endorsed Akin after 
initially urging him to step 
aside after his comments 
about rape and abortion.
“They’re going to have to 
explain to voters whether 
they support his position 
on these issues or whether 
they’re just acting in politi-
cal expediency,” said Cait-
lin Legacki, a spokeswom-
an for McCaskill.
Blunt declined a request for 
an interview. But in a state-
ment released shortly after 
the Sept. 25 deadline for 
dropping out of the race, 
he gave Akin an endorse-
ment that sounded more 
obligatory than excited.
“Congressman Akin and I 
don’t agree on everything, 
but he and I agree the Sen-
ate majority must change,” 
Blunt said. “From Gover-
nor Romney to the county 
courthouse, I’ll be working 
for the Republican ticket in 
Missouri, and that includes 
Todd Akin.”q

Mother of police victim: ‘I want no cover-up’
few hundred at the offices 
of the Rev. Al Sharpton’s 
National Action Network 
in Harlem. “I want justice, I 
want no cover-up, I want 
answers,” she said as Sharp-
ton stood alongside her.
Polanco, 22, was driving on 
the Grand Central Parkway 
just after 5 a.m. Friday when 
he was pulled over by uni-
formed officers, members 
of the Emergency Service 
Unit, riding in unmarked 
vans, who said that he had 
twice cut them off.

Officers, who had been 
on their way to execute a 
search warrant in Brooklyn, 
rushed toward the car “like 
an army,” said one of Po-
lanco’s passengers, Diane 
Defarri. A second passen-
ger, an off-duty police of-
ficer named Vanessa Ro-
driguez, was asleep in the 
back seat. As the officers 
surrounded Polanco’s car 
they shouted for those in-
side to show their hands, 
Defarri said, adding that 
Polanco’s hands were on 

the steering wheel of his 
black Honda.
 A moment later a detec-
tive, Hassan Hamdy, fired 
a single shot that struck Po-
lanco in the abdomen and 
killed him.
On Friday evening, Police 
Commissioner Raymond 
W. Kelly visited Reyes at her 
home. Sharpton said Satur-
day morning that he and 
others would support her 
call for a full investigation 
and explanation of what 
happened. q
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AT RENAISSANCE AT PASEO HERENCIA 

ANEMONA HARTOCOLLIS
©  2012 New York Times
NEW YORK – A terminally ill 
Queens woman who won 
a court battle against her 
parents to allow a hospital 
to disconnect a breathing 
tube has decided that she 
wants to live out the rest of 
her life, the woman’s lawyer 
said this weekend.
That decision represents a 
striking change in direction 
for SungEun Grace Lee, 28, 
a bank financial manager 
who is paralyzed from the 
neck down and forced to 
communicate by blinking – 
once for yes, twice for no – 
or by mouthing words.
On Friday, a four-judge ap-
pellate court panel upheld 
a lower-court ruling that 
she was mentally capable 
of making decisions about 
her own care, handing a 
defeat to her parents, who 
argued that her medicated 
state had made her incom-
petent.
Her lawyer, David A. Smith, 
said that Lee told him of her 
decision from her hospital 
bed Saturday morning and 

The Rev. Man Ho Lee and his wife, Jin Ah Lee, at a news con-
ference about their daughter, SungEun Grace Lee, who is on 
life support with terminal brain cancer, at their lawyer’s office in 
Long Island, N.Y. Lee, who is fully conscious, is at the center of 
a tug of war that pits a patient’s right to die against her family’s 
desire to keep her alive. 

(Chang W. Lee/The New York Times)

NYC woman decides to stay on life support
said that she had given 
her father, the Rev. Man 
Ho Lee, a pastor in a Ko-
rean church in Queens the 

proxy right to make health 
care decisions should she 
become incapacitated.
For more than a week, 
Smith and her doctors at 
North Shore University Hos-
pital in Manhasset on Long 
Island had contended that 

she could no longer bear 
to live on life support and 
wanted to be allowed to 
die. Her parents said that 

she was being pressured by 
doctors who were able to 
influence her because she 
was heavily medicated.
Of Lee’s apparent change 
of heart, Smith said: “When 
I asked her if she’s doing 
this to make peace with 
her parents, she told me 
she was doing it to make 
peace with her parents 
and to make peace with 
God.”
A North Shore spokesman, 
Terry Lynam, said the hospi-
tal would honor her wishes, 
“whatever they may be.”
Her parents could not im-
mediately be reached for 
comment, and her brother, 
Paul Lee, did not immedi-
ately respond to an email 
about the developments.
Ethicists said it was unusual 
for a life-support case in 

which the patient was con-
scious to become so acri-
monious.
“I think in other cultures the 
locus of decision-making is 
more with the family than 
the patient,” said Dr. J. 
Randall Curtis, director of 
the palliative care center 
at University of Washington.
“It’s not terribly unusual 
in our increasingly multi-
cultural society to have 
this clash, where Western-
trained clinicians really 
view the patient as the sole 
determinant of all decision-
making and the family sees 
it different.”
Curtis said at least one fa-
mous study of seriously ill 
patients found that even in 
the West most defer to rela-
tives in a conflict over their 
treatment.q
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JOSEF FEDERMAN 
ZEINA KARAM
Associated Press
BEIRUT (AP) — Israeli war-
planes swooped low over 
Lebanese villages Sunday in 
a menacing show of force 
apparently aimed at the 
Hezbollah guerrilla group af-
ter a mysterious raid by an 
unmanned aircraft that was 
shot out of Israeli skies over 
the weekend.
Israel was still investigating 
Saturday’s incident, but He-
zbollah quickly emerged as 
the leading suspect because 
it has an arsenal of sophisti-
cated Iranian weapons and 
a history of trying to deploy 
similar aircraft.
The Israeli military said the 
drone approached Israel’s 
southern Mediterranean 
coast and flew deep into 
Israeli airspace before war-
planes shot it down about 
20 minutes later. Israeli news 
reports said the drone was 
not carrying explosives and 
appeared to be on a recon-
naissance mission.
Military officials would not say 
where the drone originated 
or who produced it, but they 
ruled out the Gaza Strip, 
which is ruled by Hamas, a 
group not known to possess 
drones. That left Hezbollah 
as the most likely culprit and 
suggested the drone may 
have flown with the bless-
ing of Iran. Tensions are high 
between Israel and Iran over 
Tehran’s suspect nuclear 
program.
“It is an Iranian drone that 
was launched by Hezbollah,” 
Israeli lawmaker Miri Regev, 
a former chief spokeswoman 
for the Israeli military, wrote 
on her Twitter feed. “Hezbol-
lah and Iran continue to try 
to collect information in ev-
ery possible way in order to 
harm Israel.”
She did not offer any further 

ANGELA CHARLTON
Associated Press
PARIS (AP) — France is 
boosting security at Jew-
ish and other religious sites 
after blanks were fired at 
a synagogue and police 
accused a suspected 
cell of radical Islamists of 
ties to a grenade attack 
on a kosher grocery.
President Francois Hol-
lande sought Sunday to 
allay tensions between 
Jews and Muslims aggra-
vated by a recent series 
of violent incidents in the 

France security on alert at religious sites 
country.
Hollande singled out hate-
ful extremists for criticism 
and urged respect for all 
religions in a country that is 
officially secular, but which 
has Western Europe’s larg-
est Jewish and Muslim 
communities.
He said that authorities “in 
the coming days, in the 
coming hours” would in-
crease security at religious 
sites so they won’t be sub-
ject to the kind of attack 
that targeted a synagogue 
in the Paris suburb of Argen-

teuil on Saturday night.
A synagogue representa-
tive said witnesses heard 
what sounded like a 
weapon being fired and 
that police said blanks 
had been fired and emp-
ty bullet casings found. 
Local police would not 
comment on the incident 
to the AP. Services were 
canceled at the syna-
gogue Saturday night 
because of the incident, 
the representative said on 
condition of anonymity 
because a police investi-

gation is under way.
No one was injured, though 
the rabbi and about a doz-
en others were inside the 
synagogue at the time, ac-
cording to the Jewish Com-
munity Protection Service, a 
group set up to monitor anti-
Semitic incidents in France.
The incident came hours 
after police killed one man 
and arrested 11 in raids 
across France targeting a 
suspected cell accused of 
links to a grenade attack on 
a kosher grocery store last 
month. q

Israeli Army vehicles and helicopters are seen in an open area as they search for the remains of 
a drone in the Negev southern Israel, Saturday, Oct. 6, 2012. Israeli jets scrambled to intercept a 
drone that crossed into Israeli airspace Saturday from the Mediterranean Sea, bringing it down 
without incident in the south of the country, a military spokeswoman said. 

(AP Photo/Yehuda Lachiani)

Israeli jets fly mock raids over south Lebanon
evidence and was not 
immediately available for 
comment.
Hezbollah officials would 
not comment on specu-
lation that the group had 
launched the drone.

The Israeli dailies Yediot 
Ahronot and Maariv pub-
lished maps based on 
military “estimates” that 
claimed to show the route 
taken by the drone.
The maps said the aircraft 

took off south of the Leba-
nese coastal city of Sidon, 
headed south and then 
turned east over the Gaza 
Strip and into Israel. Yediot 
also claimed the drone 
was made in Iran.

The Israeli military said it be-
gan tracking the aircraft 
over the Mediterranean but 
waited until it was over an 
empty, desert area to bring 
it down in order to avoid ca-
sualties on the ground.
Sunday’s Israeli air raids, 
buzzing over pro-Hezbollah 
villages in southern Leba-
non, appeared to be aimed 
at reminding the guerrilla 
group of Israel’s air superior-
ity.
At times of heightened ten-
sions, the Israeli air force of-
ten carries out mock raids 
over Lebanese territory. Is-
rael has U.S.-made F-15 and 
F-16 warplanes, but it was 
not clear exactly what type 
of planes were flown Sun-
day.
Lebanon’s national news 
agency said the planes flew 
low over the market town of 
Nabatiyeh and nearby vil-
lages.
With a formidable arsenal 
that rivals that of the Leba-
nese army, Hezbollah is 
already under pressure in 
Lebanon from rivals who ac-
cuse it of putting Lebanon at 
risk of getting sucked into re-
gional turmoil. q 
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HUSSAIN AL-QATARI
Associated Press
KUWAIT CITY (AP) — Ku-
wait’s ruler dissolved parlia-
ment Sunday, a step toward 
ending months of political 
gridlock and calling the sec-
ond elections this year that 
could again swing in favor 
of opposition groups led by 
Islamist factions. The move 
by Kuwait’s Western-allied 
emir, announced on state-
run media, followed a failed 
attempt last month by the 
government to overturn a 
voting district law that ap-
peared to favor the oppo-
sition. New elections must 
now be held within 60 days. 
Kuwait is one of America’s 
most strategic Gulf military 
allies. Its strategic impor-
tance to Washington rose 
sharply after the U.S. troop 
withdrawal from Iraq in De-
cember. It is now the hub for 
U.S. ground forces in the Gulf 
region, where the U.S. and 
its Arab allies seek to coun-
ter Iran’s military buildup.
Kuwait has been locked in 
a political limbo for months 
as the government tried to 
challenge the voting system 
in the February elections, 
which gave Islamists and 
allies control of the 50-seat 
parliament.q

MEHMET GUZEL 
ZEINA KARAM
Associated Press
AKCAKALE, Turkey (AP) — 
Turkey and Syria fired ar-
tillery and mortars across 
their volatile border for a 
fifth consecutive day on 
Sunday, in one of the most 
serious and prolonged 
flare-ups of violence along 
the frontier.
The exchange of fire 
stoked fears that Syria’s 
civil war will escalate into 
a regional conflagration 
drawing in NATO mem-
ber Turkey, once an ally 
of President Bashar Assad 
but now a key supporter 
of the rebels fighting to 
topple him.
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Ahmet Davutoglu had 
warned on Saturday that 
Ankara would respond 
forcefully to each errant 
Syrian shell that lands on 
Turkish soil.
Ankara’s warning was 
coupled by an appar-
ent diplomatic push by 
the Turkish leadership to 
promote Syrian Vice Presi-
dent Farouk al-Sharaa as 
a possible figure to head a 
transitional administration 
to end the conflict in the 

Kuwaiti ruler 
sets up vote 

Turkish military station at the border gate with Syria, across from 
Syrian rebel-controlled Tel Abyad town, in Akcakale, Turkey, 
Sunday, Oct. 7, 2012. 

(AP Photo)

Turkey, Syria trade fire at border
country.
In an interview with Turkish 
state television TRT Satur-
day, Davutoglu said that 
al-Sharaa was a figure 
“whose hands are not con-
taminated in blood” and 

therefore acceptable to 
Syrian opposition groups.
It was not clear whether 
the Turkish stance was co-
ordinated with other allies, 
but the candid remarks 
by Davutoglu suggested 
some consensus might be 
emerging over a future role 
for him.
Al-Sharaa, 73, a close as-
sociate and longtime loyal-
ist to the Assad family, has 

been a controversial figure 
since the start of the upris-
ing.
He appeared in public 
in late August for the first 
time in weeks, ending re-

peated rumors that he had 
defected. The regime has 
suffered a string of promi-
nent defections in recent 
months, though Assad’s in-
ner circle and military have 
largely kept their cohesive 
stance behind him.
Early on in the uprising, the 
Syrian president delegated 
to al-Sharaa, a skilled diplo-
mat, responsibility for hold-
ing a dialogue with the op-

position. A Sunni from the 
southern town of Daraa, 
birthplace of the Syrian up-
rising, al-Sharaa’s silence 
since the start of the upris-
ing made him a prime can-
didate for rumors that he 
broke with the regime.
“No one knows the sys-
tem better than Farouk al-
Sharaa,” said Davutoglu, 
adding that al-Sharaa has 
not been involved in the 
violence and massacres in 
Syria.
The Syrian opposition is 
deeply fragmented, and 
various factions would likely 
disagree on whether they 
would accept him to lead 
a transitional government.
Meanwhile, there was little 
sign that the exchange 
of fire near the border, al-
though still at a fairly low 
level, was ebbing. It be-
gan five days ago when 
a Syrian shell killed five ci-
vilians in a Turkish border 
town. Turkey’s parliament 
subsequently approved a 
bill that would allow cross 
border military operations 
there.
Damascus offered a rare 
apology, but shells and 
mortar rounds continue to 
fly into Turkish territory.q
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Gasparito #3 • Noord, Aruba
Tel: (297) 586-7144 / 586-7044

Authentic Aruban Cuisine...Authentic Aruban Cuisine...

3 Course Local Menu
Appetizer, Entree and Dessert

Choice include our specialties:
Aruban Combo, Cabrito Stoba,

Fisherman’s Loot, Ribs, Gasparito Chicken.

$19.95

Bring this Coupon and you get this promotion

Fish Soup or Salad
Ice Cream, Quesillo or Chocolate Cake

p/p.

Valid only for October 2012

Don’t forget about our early bird special from 5:30 to 6:30

Spain:

56 cities gripped by anti-austerity protests

A woman holds a banner reading ‘Without fi ghting, what would you get?’ during a demonstra-
tion in Madrid, Spain, Sunday, Oct. 7, 2012. Thousands of people called by 150 organizations 
are marching in 56 Spanish cities to protest punishing austerity cuts they say will only increase 
unemployment and job insecurity. 

(AP Photo/Alberto Di Lolli)

HAROLD HECKLE
Associated Press
MADRID (AP) — Tens of thou-
sands of people marched 
in 56 Spanish cities Sunday 
to protest punishing auster-
ity cuts they say will only in-
crease unemployment and 
job insecurity in a country 
experiencing its second re-
cession in three years and 
record high unemployment.
Around 20,000 people 
marched in Madrid behind 
a banner that said, “They 
want to ruin the country. We 
have to stop them.” The rally 
in Spain’s capital was sup-
ported by 150 organizations.
Protesters chanted slogans 
against cuts and waved 
placards reading “youth 
without jobs, society with no 
future.” That is a reference 
to the youth unemployment 
rate, which surpasses 50 per-
cent. Spain’s overall jobless 

rate is nearly 25 percent 
and social unrest is on the 
rise.
“They are abusing the low-
er social classes,” 54-year-
old teacher Luis Diaz said. 
“By backing banks, they 
are torturing the working 
class and badly affecting 
public education, health 
care and pensions when 
what they should be doing 
is exactly the opposite.”
Trade union leaders said 
the marches warned the 
government that tempers 
were rising and a general 
strike was brewing.
Workers Commissions union 
spokesman Ignacio Fer-
nandez Toxo said a likely 
date for the strike could be 
as early as Nov. 14.
The government has im-
plemented tough auster-
ity measures over its nine 
months in offi ce. 
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Pakistan blocks anti-US protest in tribal region

Libya:

Parliament votes to remove PM
ESAM MOHAMED
Associated Press
TRIPOLI, Libya (AP) — Libya’s parliament 
ousted the country’s new prime minister 
in a no-confi dence vote on Sunday, the 
latest blow to hopes that political factions 
could agree on a government charged 
with restoring stability after last year’s civil 
war.
Mustafa Abushagur was the fi rst prime min-
ister to be elected after the 2011 overthrow 
of dictator Moammar Gadhafi . He repre-
sented an offshoot of the country’s oldest 
anti-Gadhafi  opposition movement, and 
was considered a compromise candidate 
acceptable to both liberals and Islamists.
But his proposed Cabinet was struck down 
by a legislature representing dozens of 
divided tribes, towns, and regions across 
the country, many of whom feel they are 
owed the spoils of victory over Gadhafi . He 
was forced to withdraw his fi rst ministerial 
line-up under pressure and his second at-

tempt to submit one resulted in his ouster.
In a short statement on Libya al-Wataniya 
TV after the vote, Abushagur said he re-
spected the decision made by the Gener-
al National Congress as part of Libya’s de-
mocracy but warned of instability if it takes 
too long to elect his replacement.
“There should be quickness in the election 
of the prime minister and formation of the 
government so the country does not slip 
into a vacuum,” he said.
He had 25 days from his Sep. 12 appoint-
ment by parliament to form a Cabinet and 
win the legislature’s approval, but that 
deadline expired on Sunday. The Congress 
voted 125 to 44 in favor of removing him 
as prime minister, with 17 abstaining from 
voting. He had just put forth 10 names for 
key ministerial posts Sunday when the no-
confi dence vote was held.
Until a replacement can be elected by the 
parliament, management of Libya’s gov-
ernment is in the hands of the legislature.

American citizens, hold a banner during a peace march orga-
nized by Pakistan’s cricket star turned politician Imran Khan’s 
party, not pictured, in Tank, Pakistan, Sunday, Oct. 7, 2012. The 
Pakistani military blocked a convoy carrying thousands of Paki-
stanis and a small contingent of U.S. anti-war activists from enter-
ing a lawless tribal region along the border with Afghanistan on 
Sunday to protest American drone strikes. 

(AP Photo/Mohammad Hussain)

ISHTIAQ MAHSUD
Associated Press
TANK, Pakistan (AP) — The 
Pakistani military blocked a 
convoy carrying thousands 
of Pakistanis and a small 
contingent of U.S. anti-war 
activists from entering a 
lawless tribal region along 
the border with Afghani-
stan on Sunday to protest 
American drone strikes.
The group, led by cricket 
star turned politician Imran 
Khan and his political party, 
was turned back just miles 
from the border of South 
Waziristan. 
After an hour of fruitless 
negotiations, Khan an-
nounced that the caravan 
would backtrack to the city 
of Tank, about 15 kilometers 
(nine miles) away. There, 
he delivered a speech to 
the crowd of about 10,000.
Khan has harshly criticized 
the Pakistani government’s 
cooperation with Washing-
ton in the fi ght against Is-
lamist militants. 
He has been especially out-

spoken against U.S. drone 
strikes targeting militants 
and has argued that Islam-
abad’s alliance with Wash-
ington is the main reason 
Pakistan is facing a home-
grown Taliban insurgency. 

He has suggested before 
that militant activity in Paki-
stan’s tribal areas will dis-
sipate when the U.S. ends 

the war across the border 
in Afghanistan.
“We want to give a mes-
sage to America that the 
more you carry out drone 
attacks, the more people 
will hate you,” Khan told 

the crowd.
The anti-American senti-
ment, always high in Paki-
stan, was evident in the 

crowd that waved ban-
ners saying “Down with 
America,” and “The friend 
of America is the traitor of 
the nation.”
Pakistan’s tribal regions, 
such as North and South 

Waziristan, border Afghani-
stan and serve as bases 
for militant groups such as 
the Taliban to stage raids 
across the border into 
Afghanistan.
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Rebels burn 3 helicopters in Peru

Brazilians voting in ‘Clean Record’ elections

LIMA, Peru (AP) — Marxist Shining Path 
rebels have burned three helicopters 
that were being used by an interna-
tional gas pipeline consortium at a 
jungle airstrip in Peru on Saturday, the 
country’s military announced.
The attack came as U.S. Defense Sec-
retary Leon Panetta was visiting Peru, 
though there was no immediate indi-
cation it was related.
The military Joint Command spokes-
man, Col. Alejandro Lujan, said no 

one was injured or kidnapped in the 
attack well before dawn in the town 
of Kiteni in south-Central Peru. He said 
troops had been sent to the airstrip, 
which is normally guarded by private 
security.
The helicopters were owned by local 
companies and had been contract-
ed by the consortium known as Trans-
portadora de Gas del Peru, made up 
of Argentine, U.S. Algerian, Korean, 
French and Belgian companies.

Kiteni Mayor Hugo Chavez said the 
airport “is almost a kilometer (about 
half a mile) away from the center of 
the town and there has never before 
been an attack of that type in the 
area.”
The original Shining Path largely dis-
appeared after police caught its 
messianic founder Abimael Guzman 
in 1992, but small remnants have 
been staging a comeback in recent 
years.

Soldiers patrol during municipal elections in the Complexo da 
Mare slum in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Sunday, Oct. 7, 2012. Voters 
across Latin America’s biggest country are electing mayors and 
municipal council members. 

(AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)

JENNY BARCHFIELD
Associated Press
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Bra-
zil’s nationwide municipal 
elections Sunday may be 
most notable for who won’t 
be taking offi ce.
A newly effective “Clean 
Record” good-gover-
nance law bars people 
convicted of a wide range 
of crimes from serving in 
political offi ce. This is the 
fi rst full nationwide election 
held under the measure 
since it was upheld by Bra-
zil’s Supreme Court.
Observers say the bill is a 
watershed in Brazilian poli-
tics, long dominated by 
strongmen who milk the 
system for personal gain 
and that of their cronies 
and who often resort to 
shady tactics to hold onto 
power.
“It’s a radical change of 
culture, vision and mor-
al compass,” said Jorge 
Sanchez, president of the 
anti-corruption watchdog 
group Amarribo Brasil. “It’s 
the beginning of a long, 
slow process, but one that 
I’m confi dent will change 
the political landscape 
here in fi ve to 10 years so 
that it’s upstanding people 
and not the tainted ones 
who will start to naturally 
gravitate toward politics.”
Under the measure, those 
convicted of charges 
such as fraud, drug traf-
fi cking, money-laundering, 
sexual assault and murder 
are barred from running 
for public offi ce for eight 
years. Previously, those 
with criminal records were 
only ineligible if their cases 
could no longer be ap-
pealed to a higher court, 
a glacial process in Brazil’s 
overstrained justice system, 
where appeals can run on 
for decades.
“We’ve seen cases in years 

back where people with 
known links to organized 
crime, drug traffi ckers and 
other criminal groups get 
into politics as a way of 
shielding themselves from 

prosecution, and that of 
course is very detrimental 
to the whole system,” said 
Ricardo Ismael, a political 
science researcher at Rio’s 
PUC Catholic University.

The law was the fruit of a 
rare show of grassroots or-
ganizing. Supporters fl ood-
ed lawmakers with some 4 
million emails as well as a 
1.3 million-signature peti-
tion. The mobilization was 
so effective that even 
those legislators who spoke 
against the measure end-
ed up voting for it, and it 
passed the Senate unani-
mously in 2010.
Voters lining up in Rio’s 
beachside neighborhood 
of Ipanema to choose their 
mayor welcomed the law, 
but some held back their 
judgment of its effective-
ness, saying they’d have to 
see it work before believ-
ing it was really going to 
change the culture.
“It’s about time,” said Vini-
cius da Mata Oliveira, a 
retiree. “My whole life I’ve 
been seeing people run for 
offi ce that I wouldn’t trust 
to take care of my dog. The 
country is changing for the 
better; this is an essential 
part of that change.”
Waiting next to him, Fer-
nando de Aguiar Fonseca 
said he’d need to see dirty 
candidates not being al-
lowed to take offi ce before 
he’d really believe the law 
was here to stay.
“Some laws here don’t 
‘stick’,” he said. “I want to 
see them thrown out. I want 

to see these guys whose 
families have power, who 
have friends and connec-
tions and important patrons 
in politics, not be allowed 
to take offi ce. Then I’ll say, 
yes, things are changing.”
Already, kinks have 
emerged.
Out of the around 480,000 
candidates running for 
mayor or city council in 
5,565 cities and towns 
across Brazil, 2,969 are be-
ing examined by Brazil’s 
top electoral court in con-
nection with the Clean Re-
cord law. The volume of 
red-fl agged candidacies is 
so high that the court has 
processed only 764 of them 
to date — and it has not 
released a list of the can-
didates it has barred from 
taking offi ce even if they 
win their races.
A spokeswoman for the 
court said that the list will 
be released in the coming 
days and that the court 
hopes to get through all 
the cases by December, 
before the newly elected 
offi cials take offi ce. If the 
court disqualifi es a winning 
candidate, the second-
place fi nisher would take 
offi ce instead.
The Clean Record law is 
part of a broader crack-
down on corruption that 
has swept Brazil. 
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The Blue Lobster Restaurant celebrates its First Anniversary
The Blue Lobster restaurant 
proudly arrives at its fi rst an-
niversary, completing its 
fi rst full year of operations 
catering its exceptional ser-
vice and high quality food 
to both locals and tourist 
alike.
For the Blue Lobster it was 
a year full of expectations, 
hard work, and extraordi-
nary effort, to bring out the 
best image and to reach 
in the heart of the Aruban 
market the name of the 
“newest and best Lobster/
Seafood restaurant on the 
island. It was also a year 
full of satisfaction, due to 
the extraordinary response 
from our local community 
as well as from the tourist 
market, which visited The 
blue Lobster by the thou-
sands in 2012.
The Blue lobster is proud 
of its concept which still is 
unique and comes along 
with highly professional 
service and the best food 
quality of its kind in Aruba 
(actual customer’s words).
It is no mere coincidence 
that The Blue Lobster has 
been chosen and fre-
quented by Doctors, Law-
yers, Notaries, local politi-
cians, bankers, Executives, 
merchants, as well a great 
number of local and over-
seas families. 
This highly distinguished cli-
entele found at The Blue 
Lobster a cozy, tranquil and 
relaxing refuge, for their 
business lunch and private 

dinners of exuberant qual-
ity and warm personalized 
service which additionally 
brings them the real value 
for money.
It’s very clear and under-
standable for The Blue Lob-
ster that “time is gold” and 
that is why executives and 
merchants visiting the blue 
lobster for diner or lunch, 
knowing that food would 
be served fast and on time, 
and if the case be, they 
can get out fast and go 
back to their professional 
endeavors without delays.
The great variety of inter-
national dishes along with 
the 18-plus LOBSTER dishes, 
made out of this wonderful 
restaurant one which is very 
attractive to an exclusive 
and sophisticated clientele, 
lovers of   high culinary stan-
dards

But The Blue Lobster is not 
just about Lobster and inter-
national cuisine, we need 
to take note that we are in 
the Caribbean, and even 
better, in Aruba. That is why 
The Blue Lobster is proud of 
be serving for lunch, Carib-
bean tapas, such as lobster 
Hawaiian,  coconut shrimps, 
mild crispy chicken wings, 
grouper fi llet, (34 tapas to 
choose from), as well as our 
authentic cuminda criollo, 
(creole food.)
Or if so desired, delicious 
Black Angus beef, regu-
lar sea food, fresh catch 
of the day or any lobster 
dishes are available  at any 
time of the day ,every day 
(except on Sundays). The 
Blue lobster has anything to 
please the most exquisite 
taste.
This small yet exclusive and 

cozy restaurant has been 
awarded the “Certifi cate 
Of Excellence” by Trip Advi-
sor, recognition which was 
achieved in only 8 months 
of operations.

The Blue Lobster is commit-
ted to pursue high quality 
standards and to make it 
as soon as possible into the 
top list of the best restau-
rants on the island.

If you have not yet visited 
this extraordinary restau-
rant, the time is now. The 
next High Season is at the 
door steps and space is lim-
ited to only 65 persons per 
seating.
You can enjoy your food at 
any of the two ambiances 
offered by The Blue lobster, 
it can be at the semi-open 
terrace or in the cozy and 
romantic air-conditioned 
salon, and all depends of 
your taste.
One thing is for sure, reser-
vations are necessary, in 
this way you can be guar-
anteed a table; walk-ins 
are accepted, but it is not 
the rule of the game.
On the part of Manage-
ment and from the bottom 
of our hearts, a big thanks 
(masha danki) to all of 
those which in one way or 

another made it possible for 
the Blue Lobster to reach its 
fi rst year of service!
- Mr. German Castano and 
Mr. Sandro Herold, restau-
rant owners.
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Famously known for their 
vintage trunk making, 
Louis Vuitton now presents 
an original travel book to 
all the frequent local and 
tourist visitors of the ‘LV’ 
Boutique located at the 
Renaissance Mall in Aruba. 
A genuine journey around 
the world, twenty-one 
stopovers and 1,000 hotel 
labels from the collection 
constituted by Gaston-Lou-
is Vuitton displayed among 
the pages of this must have 
classic. 
Formerly stuck to the lug-
gage of travelers, these 
small posters tell us their 
fabulous adventure and 
inspire an initiatory journey, 
a Grand Tour back to the 
mythical past of the Art of 

Louis Vuitton invites you into their world tour book:

Vintage hotel labels from the collection of Gaston –Louis Vuitton

travel.
Trunk-maker and travel-
er, Gaston-Louis Vuitton, 

grandson of Louis Vuitton, 
has throughout
his life put together a 
unique collection of 3,000 
hotel labels. Stuck to the 
luggage by
hotel staff for advertising 
purposes, these labels were 
witness to the wonderful 
journeys
travelled by the owners of 
the trunks and made peo-
ple dream of distant lands. 
From Paris
to Rio de Janeiro, from Lon-
don to Tokyo, they invite us 
on a journey around the 
world in
twenty-one stopovers by 
following the course of the 
large steamships of the first 
half of
the 20th century. 

Exotic, poetic, entertain-
ing, over 1,000 labels from 
this fabulous collection are 

presented here for the first 
time. Primarily of a promo-
tional function, each hotel 
label takes us back to a 
time gone by, conceal-
ing stories, memories, and 
anecdotes that have be-
come symbolic. By follow-
ing in their footsteps, Fran-
cisca Mattéoli, a great trav-
eler and author of travel 
stories, opens the doors of 
legendary hotels and pal-
aces such as the Hôtel Pla-
za Athénée in Paris and the 
Raffles Hotel in Singapore. 
These mythical places 
where artists, intellectuals, 
aristocrats, writer-travelers 
and politicians of the early 
20th century gathered set 
the Art of travel against a 
context of development in 

tourism. Marked by twenty-
one stopovers, from Paris 
to the “Mediterranean sun-

shine”, via “the magic of 
the Orient” and the “lands 
of the rising sun”, this book 
is also illustrated with visuals 
from the time.
Available since last month 
at the local Louis Vuitton 
store in L.G. Smith Boule-
vard, this fine book is pre-
sented in a limited edition 

boxed set containing a 
map of the world and a 
notebook with 11 self-ad-
hesive hotel labels. By of-
fering an unprecedented 
journey through space and 
time, it constitutes a genu-
ine treasure trunk that sure-
ly must be a part of your 
personal library.q
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Eva Boutique: Celebrating 
50 years of beach fashion!
Established in 1962, Eva Boutique, is Aruba’s leading bath-
ing-suit retailer. The boutique chain, which is the exclusive 
outlet for world-class Israeli swimsuit brands Gottex and 
Gideon Oberson for Aruba, offers the Caribbean’s largest 
selection of Gottex styles and prints. The boutiques fea-
ture bikinis and bathing suits, including the most fl attering 
mastectomy models, and we also carry cover-ups, caf-
tans, hats and beach bags. 
As part of the 50 year celebration, Eva is running a store-
wide special of “buy one, get one 50% off for during Sep-
tember and October. The stores are located in the Re-
naissance Mall, Westin Hotel, Casa del Mar, Costa Linda, 
Radisson Hotel and Holiday inn. Stop in for these specials 
while they last.

Artist, Designer Elizabeth van Brede
exhibits work at Caribbean Queen
Palm Beach – The Carib-
bean Queen store at the 
Palm Beach Plaza Mall is 
proud to introduce its tenth 
Caribbean Queen, art-
ist and designer Elizabeth 
van Brede, a local artisan 
who lives and creates here.  
Elizabeth has been living in 
Aruba since 2003 and con-
tinuously expresses her in-
genuity in a variety of ways.
As Caribbean Queen for 
the month of October, Eliz-
abeth who was born in the 

Netherlands is a truly versa-
tile artist with a formal art 
education from the Institute 
of Image and Sound in Hil-
versum, the Art Academy in 
Curacao, and the National 
College of Art, in Alesbury, 
U.K. 
Besides being a certifi cated 
window dresser, decorator,  
clay sculpturer, and portrait 
painter, she is mainly an 

artistic bead-maker. In her 
studio which doubles up as 
a gallery at Bringamosa, on 
the border of Arikok Nation-
al Park, Aruba’s nature re-
serve, she conducts classes 
for students interested in 
ceramics and specializes in 
the Raku fi ring technique of 
Japanese pottery.
For her collection on display 
at the Caribbean Queen 

store during the month of 
October Elizabeth craft-
ed a line of unique and 
feminine jewelry pieces, 
necklaces and earrings, of 
handmade porcelain clay 
beads, high fi red in a pot-
tery kiln and hand deco-
rated with original designs. 
As necklaces, earrings, and 
bracelets, all pieces are 
unique and different; some 
beads are even fi nished in 
real gold or platinum luster 
for an extra chic effect. 
The jewelry will be on show, 
on original display piec-
es, clay torsos Elizabeth 
sculpted, glazed and fi red 
herself. With a good range 
of her creation on display, 
Elizabeth’s BOUNDLESS ART 
approach to life is well illus-
trated.  
All pieces are made in 
Aruba and have a distinct 
artisan feel. No pieces are 
alike, so visit the Caribbean 
Queen at the Palm Beach 
Plaza Mall and fi nd some-
thing you love, for yourself, 
or a loved one. 
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New York Giants running 
back Ahmad Bradshaw (44) 
celebrates after scoring a 
touchdown during the first 
half of an NFL football game 
against the Cleveland Browns, 
Sunday, Oct. 7, 2012, in East 
Rutherford, N.J. The Giants 
won the game 41-27.

(AP Photo/Julio Cortez)

Giant Steps

New England Patriots running back Shane 
Vereen (34) celebrates his touchdown 
against the Denver Broncos in the second 
quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, 
Oct. 7, 2012, in Foxborough, Mass. The 
Patriots beat the Broncos 31-21.

(AP Photo/Elise Amendola)

Bronco 
Busting

Indianapolis Colts quarterback Andrew Luck (12) is sacked 
by Green Bay Packers’ Mike Neal during the first half of an NFL 
football game in Indianapolis, Sunday, Oct. 7, 2012. Indianapolis 
beat Green Bay 30-27.

(AP Photo/Michael Conroy)

Brady tops Manning, Patriots beat Broncos 31-21
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. 
(AP)—Tom Brady won his 
latest showdown with Pey-
ton Manning with the help 
of a career-high 151 yards 
rushing from Stevan Ridley 
and the New England Pa-
triots beat the Denver Bron-
cos 31-21 on Sunday.
In the 13th meeting be-
tween the star quarter-
backs, and first since Man-
ning left the Indianapolis 
Colts, Brady directed four 
scoring marches of at least 
80 yards and the Patriots 
rushed for 252 yards.
Brady improved to 9-4 
against Manning, He com-
pleted 23 of 31 passes for 
223 yards and one touch-
down and ran for another. 
Manning was 31 of 44 for 
345 yards and three touch-

downs but lost a fumble 
on a third-quarter sack. 
The fumble led to Ridley’s 
8-yard run that put the Pa-
triots (3-2) ahead 31-7 with 
about five minutes left in 
the third quarter.
Manning then threw touch-
down passes of 2 yards to 
Eric Decker and 5 yards to 
Brandon Stokley but Den-
ver (2-3) lost a fumble with 
3:42 remaining.

In other NFL Games:

COLTS 30, PACKERS 27
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) —An-
drew Luck capped a sec-
ond-half comeback by 
throwing a 4-yard touch-
down pass to Reggie 
Wayne with 35 seconds to 
go that gave Indianapo-

lis a stunning 30-27 victory 
over Green Bay on Sunday 
in the Colts’ first game with-

out coach Chuck Pagano.

BARRY WILNER
The Associated Press
EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. (AP) 
-- Ahmad Bradshaw got 
furious at himself, and took 
it out on the Cleveland 
Browns.
Bradshaw fumbled on the 
first play from scrimmage, 
setting up a Cleveland 
touchdown. After that, he 
was unstoppable, surpass-
ing his yardage on the 
ground for the season with 
a career-best 200 yards in a 
41-27 victory Sunday.
‘’I was angry at myself for 
the fumble and I just used 
it,’’ Bradshaw said. ‘’I was 
disappointed with the 
fumble, but you put it out 
of your mind. I knew I was 
cool. We knew the running 
game was there, we were 
confident.’’
The passing game was 
there, too. Victor Cruz 
made a career-best three 
touchdown catches. 
Eli Manning hit Cruz for 
scores of 3, 7 and 28 yards, 
prompting Cruz’s trade-
mark salsa in the end zone 
after each touchdown.

Continued on Page 18

Continued on Page 18
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Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver Jeremy Maclin (18) dives for 
the end zone past Pittsburgh Steelers cornerback Keenan Lewis 
(23) in Pittsburgh, Sunday, Oct. 7, 2012. The Steelers beat the 
Eagles 16-14.

(AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)

Green Bay (2-3) had a 
chance to force overtime, 
but Mason Crosby missed 
a 51-yard field goal with 3 
seconds to go. Luck then 
took a knee and time ran 
out and the team cel-
ebrated. Missing was Pa-
gano, who is in a hospital 
undergoing treatment for 
leukemia that was recently 
diagnosed.
Luck came through with 
just what Pagano wanted 
— getting the Colts (2-2) to 
.500. And they did it despite 
trailing 21-3 at halftime.

After Adam Vinatieri gave 
Indy its first lead at 22-21 
with a 28-yard field goal, 
Aaron Rodgers threw an 
8-yard TD pass to James 
Jones to make it 27-22 with 
4:30 left before the Colts 
rallied.

STEELERS 16, EAGLES 14
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Shaun 
Suisham hit a 34-yard field 
goal as time expired.
The Eagles (3-2) took the 
lead on a 2-yard touch-
down pass from Michael 
Vick to Brent Celek with 
6:33 remaining, but the 
Steelers responded by driv-

ing 64 yards, including a 
pair of key third-down con-
versions by quarterback 
Ben Roethlisberger, to set 
up the winning kick.
Pittsburgh running back 
Rashard Mendenhall ran 
for 81 yards and a touch-
down in his first game of 
the season as the Steel-
ers (2-2) avoided their first 
two-game losing streak 
in three years. Vick com-
pleted 20 of 30 passes for 
175 yards and two scores 
but fumbled twice for the 
Eagles, whcouldn’t keep 
their string of narrow early-
season victories going.q

NFL: Continued from Page 17

‘’We showed how resilient 
we are,’’ said Cruz, who 
entered the game lead-
ing the NFL with 32 recep-
tions and added five for 
50 yards. ‘’We started off 
rough, getting behind the 
8-ball a bit, but we were 
able to keep our wits about 
us. We understand we’ll be 
able to make some plays 
offensively.’’
Bradshaw added a 4-yard 
run as he darted inside 
and outside and frequently 
broke feeble tackle at-
tempts. Bradshaw’s yard-
age on 30 carries easily 
beat the 132 he had head-
ing into the game.
The Giants are 9-0 in games 
he has rushed for 100 yards 
or more.
New York (3-2) also forced 
three turnovers, including 
Chase Blackburn’s inter-
ception in the end zone 
midway in the fourth quar-

ter to clinch it. That led to 
rookie David Wilson’s first 
NFL touchdown, a 40-yard 
scamper, which Wilson cel-
ebrated with a flip in the 
end zone.
The Giants rushed for 243 
yards.
‘’It was across the board,’’ 
Bradshaw said of the rush-
ing effort. ‘’Inside, outside, 
left or right, the line was do-
ing everything right.’’
The Browns weren’t. They 
are 0-5 for the first time 
since their return season to 
the NFL in 1999 and have 
lost 11 straight dating back 
to last season, match-
ing the franchise record. 
Their inexperience as the 
league’s youngest team 
could not be offset by the 
skills of third overall draft 
pick Trent Richardson, who 
ran for a touchdown for the 
fourth straight game.
And their defense couldn’t 
do anything with Cruz and 
Bradshaw. q

Continued from Page 17

Giants down Browns, 41-27
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Djokovic, Azarenka steal show at China Open fi nals

Kahne leads Chase 
drivers in Talladega 
JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer
TALLADEGA, Alabama (AP) — Kasey Kahne took pole 
position on Saturday for the NASCAR race at Talladega 
Speedway — a potentially vital event in the Chase for the 
Sprint Cup.
The fourth race in the Chase could be the one that shuf-
fl es the 12-driver championship fi eld. The use of restrictor 
plates bunches the fi eld, and the unpredictability of draft-
ing and relying on partners usually creates a chaotic race 
that can end a drivers’ title hopes.
So when qualifying ended Saturday, and Kahne sat on 
the pole for the fi rst time at a plate race, drivers began 
discussing in earnest how they will attack the event.
“We just really need to race and race hard,” he said. 
“We’re a long ways back right now, and if we can’t make 
up points at a track like this, we probably aren’t going to 
make them up.”
Kahne qualifi ed ahead of Ryan Newman, putting a pair of 
Chevrolets on the front row for Sunday’s race.

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic holds the trophy after he won the men’s 
singles fi nal match against Jo-Wilfried Tsonga of France in the 
China Open tennis tournament in Beijing Sunday, Oct. 7, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Andy Wong)

BEIJING (AP) — Top-seeded 
Novak Djokovic extended 
his perfect record at the 
China Open when he de-
feated third-seeded Jo-Wil-
fried Tsonga of France 7-6 
(4), 6-2 in the fi nal on Sun-
day.
In the women’s event, top-
seeded Victoria Azarenka 
won her fi fth title of the year 
by dominating second-
seeded Maria Sharapova 
6-3, 6-1. It was the third time 

this year that Azarenka has 
beaten Sharapova in the 
fi nal after victories at the 
Australian Open and Indian 
Wells.
Djokovic has won the tour-
nament on all three occa-
sions he has entered, beat-
ing Marin Cilic in the 2009 
fi nal and David Ferrer in 
2010. He has a 14-0 record 
at the tournament.
The Serb has won 65 match-
es this season, the most wins 

by any player on the ATP 
tour. Djokovic has also won 
four titles this year, includ-
ing defending his Australian 
Open title.
During the award ceremo-
ny Djokovic celebrated 
with the ball boys and girls 
by dancing to “Gangnam 
Style,” the popular single 
by Korean rapper Psy. “The 
song is quite catchy so I 
might do it again,” Djokovic 
said.
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JOSEPH WILSON
The Associated Press
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) — 
Lionel Messi and Cristiano 
Ronaldo dueled each oth-
er to an entertaining stale-
mate on Sunday, with both 
superstars scoring twice as 
Barcelona drew 2-2 with 
Real Madrid to keep an 
eight-point lead over its 
archrival intact.
The result ended Barce-
lona’s perfect start to the 
league campaign as it 
dropped points for the 
first time in seven games, 

BERNIE McGUIRE
Associated Press
ST. ANDREWS, Scotland 
(AP) — Branden Grace 
won his fourth European 
Tour victory of the season 
Sunday by shooting a 2-un-
der 70 to protect his lead 
and win the Alfred Dunhill 
Links Championship by two 
shots.
The South African led from 
the first round and finished 
with a 22-under total of 266 
to hold off Thorbjorn Olesen 
of Denmark, who finished 
second after a 68. Alex-
ander Noren of Sweden 
(69) was another two shots 
back in third.
“It’s just awesome to win 
an event at St. Andrews as 
I have really dreamt of this 
moment all my life,” said 
Grace, who shot a spec-
tacular first round 60 at 
KIngsbarns.
It was Grace’s fifth victory 
of the year overall after 
also winning a Sunshine 
Tour event at Fancourt in 
South Africa.
Another South African, 
George Coetzee,
 equaled the Old Course 
record that had been set 
on Thursday with a 10-un-
der 62 for a share of fifth 
place.
The 24-year-old Grace is 
the youngest winner of 
the tournament and his 
$800,000 first prize moves 
him to third in the Race to 
Dubai money list.

ELLICOTT CITY, Maryland 
(AP) — Lance Armstrong 
competed in a triathlon 
Sunday after organizers 
dropped USA Triathlon 
sanctioning so he could 
take part in a race that 
raises money for cancer.
Armstrong is banned from 
events that follow World 
Anti-Doping Agency rules 
after he chose not to fight 
USADA charges of doping.
Armstrong finished the 70-
mile swim, bike and run in 
4 hours, 16 minutes at the 
Revolution3 Half-Full Triath-
lon, racing in a wave of 

Armstrong competes 
in Maryland triathlon

about 50 fellow cancer sur-
vivors.
“This was a race that was 
built and designed to race 
money for cancer. So it 
was an easy decision,” said 
Brock Yetso, president of 
the Ulman Cancer Fund for 
Young Adults. “We had two 
individuals who decided 
they did not want to race 
based on our decision and 
300 who said they wanted 
to. So I think numbers speak 
for themselves.”
Livestrong CEO Doug Ul-
man founded the Ulman 
Cancer Foundation.q

Germany’s Martin Kaymer in 
action at the Alfred Dunhill 
Links Championship at St 
Andrews Golf Course, in 
Fife, Scotland, Saturday Oct. 
6, 2012. Branden Grace 
won the Alfred Dunhill Links 
Championship by two shots.
(AP Photo / Lynne Cameron)

Grace wraps 2-shot 
win at Dunhill Links

Grace arrived in Scotland 
ranked 49th but will now 
make the top 40 when the 
rankings are adjusted Mon-
day.
Olesen kept the pressure 
on Grace throughout the 
day, reaching the turn in 33 
— three shots better than 
Grace — to reduce the 
lead to just one stroke.
Grace dropped another 
shot at the par three 11th 
before regaining control 
with three straight birdies 
from Nos. 12-14, including a 
10-foot putt at the 13th.
Grace had a bogey five 
at the 17th Road Hole but 
kept his nerve to become 
the first player in the 40-year 
history of the European Tour 
to win his first four events in 
the same season.q

FC Barcelona’s Adriano Correia from Brazil, right, duels for the ball against Real Madrid’s Cristiano 
Ronaldo from Portugal during a Spanish La Liga soccer match at the Camp Nou stadium in Bar-
celona, Spain, Sunday, Oct. 7, 2012. Barcelona drew 2-2 with Real Madrid to keep an eight-point 
lead over its archrival intact.

(AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)

Ronaldo, Messi score 2 as 
Madrid draws 2-2 at Barca 

but provided yet another 
memorable chapter in the 
rivalry between Messi and 
Ronaldo, the two biggest 
names in the sport.
Ronaldo put Madrid ahead 
at Camp Nou stadium in 
the 23rd from a pass by 
Karim Benzema to extend 
his scoring streak in “clasi-
co” matches to six.
Then it was Messi’s turn, as 
he took advantage of a 
defensive slip to level for 
Barcelona in the 31st, be-
fore adding a second goal 
in the 61st with a perfect 
free kick from almost 25 
yards out.
But as Barcelona looked 
to seal the result, Mesut 
Oezil unlocked Barcelona’s 
makeshift defensive line to 
set up Ronaldo to respond 
five minutes later and split 

the points.
It was, perhaps, a fitting end 
to the latest head-to-head 
duel between arguably 
the two best players in the 
world, who for the last two 
seasons have engaged in 
a two-way scoring race un-
like anything the Spanish 
league has seen before. 
Messi and Ronaldo are the 
leading candidates for the 
world player of the year 
award, and both showed 
they more than deserved it 
with standout performanc-
es on Sunday night.

Ronaldo added to his pair 
of hat tricks from the pre-
vious week, while Messi 
recorded his 17th career 
goal against Madrid, leav-
ing him one short of equal-
ing Madrid legend Alfredo 
Di Stefano’s record.
The two players lead the 
Spanish league with eight 
goals apiece through sev-
en rounds.
Atletico Madrid can move 
even on points with Barce-
lona if it beats third-place 
Malaga later.
Camp Nou was bedecked 
with independence flags 
and the game started with 
the 90,000-plus fans holding 
up colored cards to form 
a mosaic of the red-and-
yellow Catalan flag before 
shouting “Independence” 
in unison in the latest mani-

festations of the surge of 
separatist sentiment in the 
northwestern region of 
Spain.
But politics aside, the home 
fans quickly returned their 
attention to Barcelona’s 
thinned backline, which 
was without both center 
backs Carles Puyol (elbow) 
and Gerard Pique (foot). 
To compensate, coach Tito 
Vilanova, in a minor sus-
prise, left new signing Alex 
Song on the bench, and 
aligned Adriano alongside 
Javier Mascherano in the 

center of his defense.
With Xavi Hernandez and 
Cesc Fabregas in midfield, 
Barcelona quickly made 
their intentions known as 
the pair wove together 
combinations with Messi up 
front.
But Ronaldo made sure 
Madrid opened the scoring 
when he took Benzema’s 
pass and used one sharp 
touch to drive the ball be-
tween the near post and 
goalkeeper Victor Valdes.
Ronaldo’s goal seemed 
to stun Barcelona, and 
Madrid had two golden 
chances to double its ad-
vantage two minutes later 
when Benzema scuffed a 
close-range shot, sending 
it off the bar, and Angel 
Di Maria punched the re-
bound wide. q
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MILAN (AP) -- Rajon Rondo 
scored all 17 of his points in 
the first quarter and added 
six assists to lead the Boston 
Celtics to a 105-75 win over 
Emporio Armani Milano on 
Sunday, two days after the 
NBA team opened its pre-
season European tour with 
a loss in Turkey. Jeff Green 
also had 17 points off the 
bench for Boston. Green 
missed all of last season 
after a physical exam re-
vealed an aortic aneu-
rysm. He underwent surgery 
and became a free agent 
before re-signing with the 
Celtics in August. On Friday 
in Istanbul, Fenerbahce Ulk-
er beat the Celtics 97-91. 
The Celtics return to Boston 
on Monday and resume 
practice Thursday before 
playing their first U.S. pre-
season game against the 
New York Knicks in Hartford, 
Conn., next weekend. q 

NOAH TRISTER
The Associated Press
DETROIT (AP) -- A dropped 
fly, two wild pitches and a 
little smooch for the base-
ball by a relieved reliever.
Then Don Kelly brought it all 
to an end with a simple fly 
ball.
Kelly scored the tying 
run on a wild pitch in the 
eighth inning, then hit a 
bases-loaded sacrifice fly 
in the bottom of the ninth 
that lifted the Detroit Tigers 
over the Oakland Athletics 
5-4 Sunday for a 2-0 lead in 
their AL playoff series.
‘’Was looking for a fastball 
and I got it,’’ Kelly said. ‘’It’s 
a great feeling. To be able 
to go out there in that situ-
ation and do that.’’
Detroit will go for a sweep 
of the division series match-
up in Game 3 on Tuesday 
at Oakland.
‘’We just need to win a 
game,’’ Oakland manag-
er Bob Melvin said. ‘’If you 
start thinking about three 
games ahead, you lose 
your focus on Tuesday’s 
game.’’
Triple Crown winner Miguel 
Cabrera doubled twice for 
the Tigers, hit a fly ball that 
resulted in a two-run er-
ror and later singled in the 
ninth.
The Tigers overcame three 
A’s leads and seesawed to 
victory. It was 1-all before a 
wild final three innings that 
included a big Oakland 
misplay, two game-tying 
wild pitches and several 
momentum changes.
It was the sixth straight post-
season loss for the A’s, all 
to Detroit. The Tigers swept 
Oakland in the 2006 AL 
championship series, win-

Detroit Tigers’ Omar Infante high fives a teammate after scoring 
the game winning run on a sacrifice fly by teammate Don Kelly 
during the ninth inning of Game 2 of the American League divi-
sion baseball series against the Oakland Athletics, Sunday, Oct. 
7, 2012, in Detroit. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sancya)

Nail biter:

Tigers squeak past A’s for 2-0 lead
ning the series on Magglio 
Ordonez’s homer in Game 
4 - which was Detroit’s last 
sudden-death postseason 
win before Sunday.
Omar Infante and Cabrera 
hit back-to-back singles off 
Grant Balfour with one out 
in the ninth. With men on 
first and third, Prince Fielder 

was intentionally walked, 
bringing up Kelly, who had 
stayed in the game as the 
designated hitter after 
pinch-running the previous 
inning.
Kelly’s fly to right was plenty 
deep enough to score In-
fante without a play at the 
plate.
It was tied at 4 after both 
teams made their share of 
mistakes in the seventh and 
eighth. Cliff Pennington 
gave the A’s the lead with 
an RBI single in the seventh, 

but center fielder Coco 
Crisp dropped Cabrera’s 
two-out flyball in the bot-
tom half, allowing two runs 
to score.
Oakland tied it in the 
eighth on a wild pitch by 
Joaquin Benoit, and Josh 
Reddick followed with a 
solo homer to give the A’s 

a 4-3 lead. Then it was Ryan 
Cook’s turn to throw a tying 
wild pitch, allowing Kelly to 
score as a pinch runner.
Pennington nearly came 
through again for Oakland 
in the ninth, but his deep 
drive down the left-field 
line was just foul. With run-
ners on first and third and 
two out, Al Alburquerque 
got Yoenis Cespedes on 
grounder to the mound - 
and it looked like the right-
hander planted a little kiss 
on the ball before throwing 

to first after he fielded the 
comebacker.
On a drizzly day at Comer-
ica Park, both teams were 
sloppy with the game on 
the line.
With runners on first and 
second and two out in the 
seventh, Cabrera lifted a fly 
to center. Crisp, charging 
hard, tried to make a bas-
ket catch but bobbled the 
ball. He nearly recovered 
to make a falling grab, but 
the ball popped out of his 
glove and the Tigers took a 
3-2 lead.
Cespedes led off the eighth 
with a single and stole sec-
ond and third. With one out 
and the infield in, Benoit 
threw a wild pitch to allow 
the tying run. The worst was 
still to come for the Detroit 
reliever, who allowed Red-
dick’s homer to right that 
put Oakland ahead 4-3.
Reddick had struck out in 
all six at-bats in the series 
before that.
Oakland again gave up 
the lead immediately. The 
A’s have taken the lead 
four times in this series, but 
on each occasion they 
failed to hold it through the 
bottom half of the inning.
Doug Fister allowed two 
runs and six hits in seven 
innings for Detroit, striking 
out eight. Rookie Tommy 
Milone was impressive for 
the A’s, allowing a run and 
five hits in six innings. He 
struck out six.
Fister gave the A’s trouble 
early with his slow, sweep-
ing breaking ball, but Oak-
land hit four singles in the 
third to score a run. Crisp’s 
slow roller to third turned 
into an infield hit when Ca-
brera threw wide to first.q 

NBA BRIEFS
Boston Celtics 
top EA Milano
in preseason

EL SEGUNDO, Calif. (AP) -- 
Kobe Bryant sat out both 
of the Los Angeles Lakers’ 
practices on Friday with 
soreness in his right foot. 
Bryant practiced on the 
Lakers’ first four days of 
training camp, but skipped 
the morning session Friday. 
The Lakers expected him 
to practice in the evening 
session, but the superstar 
was held out after further 
evaluation. The fifth-lead-
ing scorer in NBA history is 
beginning his 17th season 
with the Lakers. He is a five-
time NBA champion and a 
14-time All-Star. q 

Kobe sits out 
two practices 
on foot woes
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Practice for Advanced Dentistry
Dr. H. Marsman and Dr. D. Vega

Do you visit Aruba regularly ? 
Do you own a second home, timeshare or condominium?

Make us your primary dentist !
From basic to advanced dentistry including

cosmetic dentistry, teeth whitening, reconstruction
and implants for much better prices than in the USA.

European‐trained dentists with years of experience!
Bring this add and receive 10% discount on your panoramic x‐ray

when making your individually tailored treatment plan!

Call 587‐3096 / 587‐3091 or e‐mail pad@setarnet.aw 
for an appointment. Driving  directions:  Just ask 
 ask anyone for the "big tooth " sign at Bubali 11‐M

www.dentistaruba.com

DONALD G. McNEIL JR.
©  2012 New York Times
The first rapid home testing 
kit for HIV has just gone on 
sale for $40, marketed as a 
way for people to find out 
privately if they have the vi-
rus that causes AIDS.
But some experts and ad-
vocates say that another 
use, unadvertised, for the 
OraQuick test – to screen 
potential sexual partners – 
may become equally pop-
ular and even help slow an 
epidemic stuck at 50,000 
new infections each year 
in the United States.
There are reasons to think 
that screening might make 
a difference. Studies have 
found that a significant mi-
nority of people who are 
HIV-positive either lie about 
their status or keep it se-
cret, infecting unsuspect-
ing partners.
And though the manufac-
turer, OraSure Technolo-
gies, is not promoting the 
use of the test for screen-
ing, 70 percent of the 
4,000 men and women in 
the company’s clinical tri-
als said they would either 
definitely or very likely use it 

Oraquick, a new at-home HIV testing kit, at a CVS in Fort Lee, 
N.J., Oct. 4, 2012. An unadvertised use for the test, screening 
potential sexual parnters, may become popular and even help 
slow the AIDS epidemic, experts said. 

(Angel Franco/The New York Times)

Another use for home HIV test: screening partners
that way. Some even sug-
gested that the company 
sell boxes of two so couples 
could be tested together.
The only study of the prac-
tice – a small one involving 

27 gay men who frequently 
had sex with virtual strang-
ers without using condoms 
– found that it probably 
prevented some infections. 

The study was published 
online in August by the jour-
nal AIDS and Behavior.
“If it becomes a commu-
nity norm, people may start 
testing their partners,” said 

Alex Carballo-Dieguez, the 
lead author of the study, 
who is a psychology profes-
sor at Columbia University 
and the associate director 

of the HIV Center for Clini-
cal and Behavioral Studies 
at the New York State Psy-
chiatric Institute. “On sex 
sites now, men advertise 
themselves as ‘drug-and-
disease-free.’ They could 
start saying ‘D-and-D-free, 
and willing to prove it.”’
Other AIDS experts had 
doubts. Some thought $40 
was too much for people 
who need to screen mul-
tiple partners. Others said 
that men and women who 
are not comfortable de-
manding that their partners 
wear condoms would be 
unable to insist on a test.
And some, including An-
thony S. Fauci, the coun-
try’s best-known AIDS doc-
tor, worried that a negative 
test could lead partners to 
forgo condoms, removing 
the barrier to both HIV and 
other diseases like gonor-
rhea. The OraQuick test is 
imperfect. It is nearly 100 
percent accurate when it 
indicates that someone is 
not infected and, in fact, is 
not. But it is only about 93 
percent accurate when it 
says that someone is not in-
fected and the person ac-

tually does have the virus, 
though the body is not yet 
producing the antibodies 
that the test detects.
The men in Carballo-Dieg-
uez’s study were given 16 
tests each and followed 
for three months. None of 
them had unprotected sex 
with anyone who tested 
positive.
Of the 101 partners they 
tested, 10 were positive. In 
six cases, it was how the 
partner first learned he was 
infected. (Ten percent is a 
very high success rate for 
HIV testing, experts said.)
Twenty-three other part-
ners refused testing. Two, 
after being asked, admit-
ted knowing they were in-
fected. Seven men got an-
gry, and one stomped on 
the kit. One man walked 
out saying he wanted to 
be alone and broke off 
contact.
Asking usually did not ruin 
the moment’s intimacy, the 
men said. Some pairs did 
the tests together, swab-
bing each other’s gums. 
Some passed the 20-minute 
wait talking, playing video 
games or in foreplay. One 
47-year-old man found the 
wait helpful, telling the re-
searchers, “It gives you that 
extra 20 minutes to decide, 
‘OK, if this comes back 
negative, am I really ready 
to bareback?”’ – slang for 
having sex without a con-
dom. Carballo-Dieguez 
said people’s decision 
about whether to screen 
would depend on various 
factors, including the test’s 
price and how comfort-
able they were with its im-
perfect accuracy.
OraSure appears ambiva-
lent about partner screen-
ing. AIDS experts said the 
company might fear law-
suits by people infected by 
partners who got false neg-
atives – a possibility it de-
clined to comment on.q
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The classroom evolves as technology incubator

Leandre Nsabi shows a game he created in a class on making 
software for mobile phones that is taught by a Microsoft engineer 
at Rainier Beach High School in Seattle. Microsoft is tackling 
a shortage of computer science graduates by encouraging 
engineers to teach high school computer science classes. 
(Stuart Isett/The New York Times)

NICK WINGFIELD
©  2012 New York Times
SEATTLE – Leandre Nsabi, a 
senior at Rainier Beach High 
School here, received some 
bluntly practical advice 
from an instructor recently.
“My teacher said there’s a 
lot of money to be made in 
computer science,” Lean-
dre said. “It could be really 
helpful in the future.”
That teacher, Steven Ed-
ouard, knows a few things 
about the subject. When 
he is not volunteering as a 
computer science instructor 
four days a week, Edouard 
works at Microsoft. He is 
one of 110 engineers from 
high-tech companies who 
are part of a Microsoft pro-
gram aimed at getting high 
school students hooked on 
computer science, so they 
go on to pursue careers in 
the fi eld.
In doing so, Microsoft is tak-
ing an unusual approach to 
tackling a shortage of com-
puter science graduates 
– one of the most serious 
issues facing the technol-
ogy industry, and a broader 
challenge for the nation’s 
economy.
There are likely to be 150,000 
computing jobs opening up 
each year through 2020, 
according to an analysis 
of federal forecasts by the 
Association for Computing 
Machinery, a professional 
society for computing re-
searchers. But despite the 
hoopla around startup ce-
lebrities like Mark Zucker-
berg of Facebook, fewer 
than 14,000 U.S. students re-
ceived undergraduate de-
grees in computer science 
last year, the Computing 
Research Association esti-
mates. And the wider job 
market remains weak.
“People can’t get jobs, and 
we have jobs that can’t be 
fi lled,” Brad Smith, Micro-
soft’s general counsel who 
oversees its philanthropic 
efforts, said in a recent inter-

view.Big technology com-
panies have complained 
for years about a dearth of 
technical talent, a problem 
they have tried to solve by 
lobbying for looser immigra-
tion rules to accommodate 
more foreign engineers and 
sponsoring tech competi-
tions to encourage student 
interest in the industry.

Google, for one, holds 
a programming summer 
camp for incoming ninth-
graders and underwrites 
an effort called CS4HS, in 
which high school teachers 
sharpen their computer sci-
ence skills in workshops at 
local universities.
But Microsoft is sending 
its employees to the front 
lines, encouraging them to 
commit to teaching a high 
school computer science 
class for a full school year. 
Its engineers, who earn 
a small stipend for their 
classroom time, are in at 
least two hourlong classes 
a week and sometimes as 
many as fi ve. Schools ar-
range the classes for fi rst 
thing in the day to avoid in-
terfering with the schedules 
of the engineers, who often 
do not arrive at Microsoft 
until the late morning.
The program started as a 

grass-roots effort by Kevin 
Wang, a Microsoft engineer 
with a master’s degree in 
education from Harvard. 
In 2009, he began volun-
teering as a computer sci-
ence teacher at a Seattle 
public high school on his 
way to work. After execu-
tives at Microsoft caught 
wind of what he was doing, 

they put fi nancial support 
behind the effort – which 
is known as Technology 
Education and Literacy in 
Schools, or TEALS – and let 
Wang run it full time.
The program is now in 22 
schools in the Seattle area 
and has expanded to more 
than a dozen other schools 
in Washington, Utah, North 
Dakota, California and 
other states this academic 
year. Microsoft wants other 
big technology companies 
to back the effort so it can 
broaden the number of 
outside engineers involved.
This year, only 19 of the 110 
teachers in the program 
are not Microsoft employ-
ees. In some cases, the pro-
gram has thrown together 
volunteers from companies 
that spend a lot of their 
time beating each other up 
in the marketplace.
“I think education and bring-

ing more people into the 
fi eld is something all tech-
nology companies agree 
on,” said Alyssa Caulley, a 
Google software engineer, 
who, along with a Micro-
soft volunteer, is teaching 
a computer science class 
at Woodside High School in 
Woodside, Calif.
While computer science 
can be an intimidating sub-
ject, Microsoft has sought to 
connect it to the technolo-
gies most students use in 
their everyday lives. At Rain-
ier Beach High recently, 
Peli de Halleux, a Microsoft 
software engineer, taught 
a class on making software 
for mobile phones.
The students buried their 
faces in the phones, sup-
plied by Microsoft. They 
were asked to create pro-
grams that performed sim-

ple functions, like playing 
a random song when the 
phones were shaken.
Leandre, who took de Hal-
leux’s mobile programming 
class last year and is in Ed-
ouard’s Advanced Place-
ment computer science 
class this year, proudly 
showed off a simple game 
he had created, Sun Col-
lector, in which players tilt 
the phone to dodge black 
balls and hit big yellow 
ones.
“I never really understood 
what was behind these 
games,” he said. “Once 
you start getting it, it’s pretty 
easy to understand.”
One of the most alarming 
trends for the technology 
industry has been students’ 
declining interest in com-
puter science over the last 
decade. 
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Can stocks continue to rise as earnings fall?

Specialist Wingszi Chiang, center, and trader Fred DeMarco work 
on the fl oor of the New York Stock Exchange Friday, Oct. 5, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew)

Bernard Condon
AP Business Writer
NEW YORK (AP) -- One type 
of investor buys stocks when 
everyone is convinced that 
corporate earnings will fall. 
He buys because he thinks 
they’re wrong and earnings 
will rise instead. Call him the 
contrarian. 
Another type of investor 
buys when everyone thinks 
that earnings will rise. He 
buys because he thinks 
they’ll rise even more than 
expected. Call him the 
eternal optimist. 
Now, the 3½-year-old bull 
market may have pro-
duced a third type of inves-
tor, an undiscovered breed 
with a curious strategy for 
success: He expects earn-
ings to fall but buys anyway 
because he hopes it won’t 
matter. 
Call him the blind-faith in-
vestor. Or maybe just blind. 
“How do you explain where 
the stock market is?” Bar-
clays Capital stock strate-
gist Barry Knapp said Thurs-
day, as the Standard & 
Poor’s 500 inched higher 
yet again. “Stock prices are 
not warranted by the fun-
damentals.” 

The fi nancial reporting 
season begins Tuesday, 
when Alcoa announces 
third-quarter results. Brace 
yourself: For three months, 
stock prices have risen 
while, in seeming contra-
diction, Wall Street analysts 

have slashed estimates for 
earnings. Earnings for July 
through September are ex-
pected to drop 1.3 percent 
compared with a year ear-
lier for S&P 500 companies, 
according to S&P Capital 
IQ, a research fi rm. 

That would break an 
11-quarter streak of rising 
earnings that began just 
after the Great Recession 
ended three and a half 
years ago. Earlier this year, 
analysts had expected 
earnings for the quarter to 

rise 7 percent. To be fair to 
the bulls, it’s generally fu-
ture quarters that investors 
should be most concerned 
about, not the one that just 
passed. That’s a time-hon-
ored rule of investing. 
But analysts have been 

cutting estimates for those 
quarters, too. They’ve low-
ered forecasts for earnings 
growth for each of the next 
two quarters by a third since 
the summer, and as much 
as half since the beginning 
of the year. 
The bad news started in 
July, when UPS, the world’s 
largest package delivery 
company, said the global 
economy was slowing and 
lowered its 2012 profi t fore-
cast as a result. 
Then FedEx said that ship-
ping volume had fallen to 
recession levels, and that in-
vestors should expect lower 
earnings. Norfolk Southern, 
the giant railroad compa-
ny, cut its forecast, too. 
The fl urry of so-called nega-
tive pre-announcements 
ranged across industries 
— from steel maker Nucor 
Corp. and Applied Mate-
rials Inc., which sells semi-
conductor-chip-making 
machines, to Starbucks and 
Tiffany & Co. 
On Tuesday, Fifth & Pacifi c, 
the company behind Juicy 
Couture products, said 
sales were weakening and 
it was likely to report lower 
earnings than expected, 

too. Investors pushed its 
stock down 11 percent in 
just a day. 
Tally it up and 78 percent 
of companies issuing pre-
announcements have sug-
gested they will disappoint, 
according to FactSet, a fi -
nancial data provider. That 
is the worst reading since 
FactSet began keeping re-
cords six years ago. 
The problem is companies 
are running out of ways to 
increase earnings. You can 
see that in the results for the 
previous quarter, from April 
through June. 
Earnings for companies 
in the S&P 500 barely rose 
from a year earlier, just 0.8 
percent. 
U.S. economic growth has 
slowed to an annual rate 
of 1.3 percent, practically 
stall speed. Meanwhile, the 
old formula that companies 
have used to compensate 
— pulling more profi t out 
of each sale by trying to 
run leaner — suddenly isn’t 
working. 
You can only cut expenses 
and squeeze workers so 
much, and many compa-
nies seem to have reached 
the limit.
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Once you visit downtown don’t forget 
to stop by Mojito’s Cantina & Grill.

Come and enjoy the nice panoramic view of the cruise ships

Our Kitchen is open from
10AM - 10PM

We are CLOSED on SUNDAYS

We serve Authentic Cuban and 
Latin American Cuisine

Live Bands on Wednesdays - Fridays and Saturdays
and Daily HAPPY HOUR: 2 X 1 starting from 5:00PM - 7:00PM COME AND HAVE AN ENJOYABLE TIME

DEE-ANN DURBIN
AP Auto Writer
DETROIT (AP) — Honda Mo-
tor Co. is recalling CR-V 
crossovers from the 2002 to 

ANNA BERNASEK
©  2012 New York Times
Investors can’t count on 
very much these days. The 
economy remains trou-
bled, the stock market is 
volatile and the bond mar-
ket seems fraught with risk.
Overseas options aren’t 
much better. With Europe 
in a nasty recession and 
problems growing in China 
and the rest of Asia, emerg-
ing markets are as vulner-
able as ever.
But one thing is quite pre-
dictable: the fees that in-
vestors pay in their individ-
ual mutual funds.
“Finding low-cost funds 
becomes more important 
than ever,” said Russel 
Kinnel, director of fund re-
search at Morningstar. “If 
you’re going down in fees, 
you’re boosting your re-
turn.”
When it comes to mutual 
funds, fees have a huge 

Unsold 2006 Honda CRVs sits on the lot of a Honda dealership 
in the south Denver suburb of Littleton, Colo. Honda Motor Co. 
is recalling CR-V crossovers from the 2002 to 2006 model years 
because an electrical switch in the driver’s side door could melt 
and cause a fire. Honda and the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration announced the recall Saturday, Oct. 6, 2012. 

(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)

Citing fire risk:

Honda recalls ‘02-‘06 CR-V 

2006 model years because 
an electrical switch in the 
driver’s side door could 
melt and cause a fire.
Honda and the National 

Fee-conscious investors have 
been putting pressure on fund 
companies to lower their an-
nual costs — and have found 
some success. 

( Minh Uong/The New York 
Times)

What a difference a percentage point can make
range and vary across as-
set classes. Average an-
nual fees are 1.44 percent 
on equity funds, 1.02 per-
cent on bond funds and 
0.24 percent on money 
market funds, according 
to the calculations of the 
Investment Company Insti-
tute, the mutual fund trade 
group. Fees for emerging-
market funds or alterna-
tive-investment funds can 
be more than 2 percent.
But fees also vary widely 
within asset classes. For in-
stance, about one in 10 
equity funds charge fees of 
0.78 percent or lower, while 
another one in 10 charge 
2.2 percent or higher. At 
the same time, investors 
who buy funds through a 
financial adviser may have 
to pay a separate load, or 
fee to compensate the ad-
viser.
Clearly, though, fee-con-
scious investors have been 

putting pressure on fund 
companies, and many 
of those costs have been 
coming down.
The turning point came in 
2002, during the bear mar-
ket after the collapse of 
the Internet bubble. Until 
then, many new investors 
had piled into mutual funds 
without much experience 
of bear markets.
“What happened in the 
early 2000s is that sensitiv-
ity to fees increased,” said 
Brian Reed, the institute’s 
chief economist. “We 
particularly saw it among 
401(k) plan sponsors and 
financial advisers, which 
has contributed to the sig-
nificant downward trend in 
fees since then.”
Index funds tend to cost 
less than actively man-
aged funds, which may 
require more – and more 
costly – labor. But there 
are also other reasons for 

the cost differences. Index 
funds tend to be far larger 
and thus better able to 
take advantage of econo-
mies of scale. Last year, the 
average equity index fund 
had assets of $1.6 billion 
under management, com-
pared with $374 million for 
actively managed equity 
funds, according to the in-
stitute’s data.
Regardless of the differenc-
es, the costs of index funds 
and actively managed 
funds have fallen over time 
by roughly the same pro-
portion. From 1997 to 2011, 
the average expense ratio 
of equity index funds fell 
0.13 percentage points, or 
13 basis points, while the 
average for actively man-
aged equity funds dropped 
11 basis points. At the same 

time, the average for 
bond index funds fell 8 ba-
sis points, compared with 
16 basis points for actively 
managed bond funds.q

Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration announced 
the recall Saturday.
The problem involves 
around 268,000 vehicles. 
Honda said rain or other liq-
uids could enter through a 
driver’s open window and 
damage the master power 
switch on the door. 
If that happens, the switch 
could overheat and melt, 
causing a fire.
NHTSA said owners should 
park CR-Vs from those 
model years outside until 
the recall is performed to 
avoid any property dam-
age from a fire. A fire could 
start even when the igni-
tion is off and the CR-V is 
parked. Honda agreed 
that concerned owners 
should park their CR-Vs 
away from structures that 
could burn. q
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Mother Goose & Grimm

Baby Blues

Zits

Conceptis Sudoku

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Classifieds

FOR RENT
Time Shares for rent / sale
Aruba Beach Club Superior Rm,
sleeps 4, late aug wk 34  $3500
Casa del Mar Ambassador  wks 29
and 33 one bdrm July- Aug quick
sale price $1600.
Local cel. 565-9394  until oct. 6
E-mail:
US 508-651-0016
____________________________

rmwjmw@aol.com

FOR RENT
Time Shares wk 40,
10/6 to 10/13
Aruba Beach Club  Rm128 ,
sleeps 4, 2 queen beds recently
remodeled, low mfees $461 below
mkt  price $3950
Local cel. 565-9394  till 10/6
E-mail:
US 508-651-0016
____________________________

rmwjmw@aol.com

FOR SALE
Casa del Mar, Presidential Suites
1201 and 1222, wks 41+42 for
$7500 per wk, negotiable !
In Aruba contact: 661-7636
in USA 860-621-4852
____________________________

196666

197170

197173

112777

Salon & Spa / Special
Manic & Pedicure $30
Relax massage (60 min) $45
Facial    $45
and much more... posibility to pick
up!!
Bella Vista Salon & Spa
Seroe Patrishi 43-A
Call now 583-7338 / 737-1408

____________________________197187

Information 118

Setar 582-5151

Taxi 582-2116

Taxi- Tas 587-5900

Profesional Taxi         588-0035

Taxi D.T.S. 587-2300

Service Aruba 583-3232

DOCTOR
ON DUTY

Police 581-1100
Oranjestad 582-4000
Noord 587-0009
Sta. Cruz 585-4710
Savaneta 584-7000
San Nicolas 584-5000

Numbers

Emergency

Emergency 911

Police 100

Fire Dept. 115

Fire Dept. II 582-1108

Police Tipline 11141

Hospital 527-4000

Services

Oranjestad
Ambulance 582-1234

Police 582-4000

San Nicolas
Ambulance 584-5050
Police Station 584-5000
BGD San Nicolas 584-1606
Valero Security 584-1720

ORANJESTAD

Pharmacy on duty
ORANJESTAD:

SAN NICOLAAS:

CRUISE SHIP

Police
Botica Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794

Botica Sta. Cruz Tel: 585-8028

Foundation

Fellowship Clinic

Foundation Anti-Droga

Aruba

Foundation

Respetami

Diabetic Foundation

Arubano

Narcotics Anonymous

Foundation Amor

pa Prohimo

Women in Difficulties

Foundation

Tel: 584-6440

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction,

Anonymity guaranteed

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999

Tel: 582-4433

Tel: 583-3808

Tel: 583-8989

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976

Tel: 583-5400

Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424
American Airlines Tel: 582-2700
Avianca Tel: 588-0059
Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900
Insel Air Tel: 588-9314
Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244
Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117
Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272
Venezolana Tel: 583-7674

8 October

Dr. Gonzalez -Diaz

Oct. 8 Coral Princess

FOR SALE
Time Shares for sale
Casa del Mar all one bedroom
units sleeps 4 wk 39 sept. 30 to
oct. 06 wk 33 August 18 to 25 will
consider all offers over $1500 for
quick sale, also other rentals
available. Local cel. 565-9394
E-mail:
US 508-651-0016
____________________________

rmwjmw@aol.com

The art and science of guessing a Nobel Prize 

 In this undated portrait, 
Swedish chemist and 
industrialist Alfred Nobel 
(1833-1896) is shown. 
Associated Press

KARL RITTER
Associated Press
STOCKHOLM (AP) — Guess-
ing who will win a Nobel 
Prize is a bit like forecasting 
the stock market: Experts 
don’t seem to do it any 
better than laymen.
So if you hear professors 
and pundits predicting 
the “God particle” will be 
the theme of the physics 
prize next week, or that an 
American writer — finally 
— is due for the literature 
award, check their track 
record.
“My top candidate has 
never won, and it’s the 
fourth year I do it now,” ad-
mitted Norwegian peace 
researcher Kristian Harpvik-
en, one of the most promi-
nent voices in the annual 
guessing game for the No-
bel Peace Prize.
A week ahead of that an-
nouncement, the Irish on-
line betting agency Pad-
dy Power gave the low-
est odds Friday to retired 
American scholar Gene 
Sharp, Afghan women’s 
rights activist Sima Samar 
and Tunisian blogger Lina 
Ben Mhenni. All have been 
among Harpviken’s top 
picks in recent years.
Harpviken, who heads the 
PRIO peace institute in 
Oslo, admits his specula-
tion is just that — specula-
tion — based on current 
events, previous prizes and 
personal preference.
“I think guessing is important 
in that it brings attention 
to what the Nobel Peace 
Prize should be about,” he 
said. “I would be very hesi-
tant to speculate on a cer-
tain candidate who is ab-
solutely undeserving.”
The secretive prize commit-
tees rarely drop any hints 
and Harpviken doesn’t 
have any inside informa-
tion. Virtually none of the 
Nobel guess-makers do — 
but that doesn’t stop them 
from trying.
The peace and literature 
prizes generate the stron-
gest buzz, and are typically 
less difficult to predict than 
the awards for chemis-
try, physics, medicine and 
economics.
The six award committees 
will announce one prize a 
day, starting with medicine 
on Monday and ending 
with the economics award 

on Oct. 15. The Nobel Foun-
dation this year lowered 
the prize money 20 percent 
to 8 million Swedish kronor 
($1.2 million), citing turmoil 
on financial markets. 
It would have been eas-
ier to guess the winners 
if the Nobel committees 
had stuck to the will of the 

Swedish industrialist, who 
wanted the annual awards 
to reflect the greatest 
achievements “during the 
preceding year.” Instead, 
the Nobel statutes were 
changed so that commit-
tees can reward discover-
ies made decades ago, to 
make sure they have stood 
the test of time.
“I think Alfred would have 
been OK with that,” said 
Per Carlson, a former chair-
man of the physics prize 
committee.
Handing out a prize too 
soon increases the risk of 
jurors failing to identify the 
right scientists behind a dis-
covery, Carlson said.
That happened in 1974, 
when the Nobel Prize in 
physics went to British radio 
astronomers Sir Martin Ryle 
and Antony Hewish. The 
latter was cited for the dis-
covery of pulsars — rotat-
ing neutron stars — though 

it later became clear that 
one of his graduate stu-
dents deserved the credit.
The Nobel time lag could 
hurt the chances of the 
most talked-about scien-
tific breakthrough this year: 
the identification of the 
Higgs boson, a subatomic 
particle also referred to as 
the “God particle.”
Though British scientist Pe-
ter Higgs predicted the 
existence of the particle in 
the 1960s, it was only in July 
this year that scientists at 
an atom-smasher outside 
Geneva claimed to have 
identified it.
Whether Higgs was even 
nominated is unclear — the 
deadline was in February 
and nominations are not 
revealed for 50 years.
Secrecy is paramount to 
the Nobel committees. Lit-
erature jurors have been 
known to use code words 
when discussing Nobel 
candidates and using fake 
book covers when reading 
their work.
After suspected leaks 
ahead of recent an-
nouncements, the litera-
ture panel has taken ad-
ditional measures this year. 
A press release declaring 
the winner will no longer 
be delivered by courier to 
the offices of major news 
organizations in Stockholm, 
including The Associated 
Press. And the panel’s per-
manent secretary, Peter 
Englund, has stopped giv-
ing his customary interviews 
in the weeks leading up to 
the prize.
“We just think it’s better this 
way,” Englund told the AP 
in an email.
Betting on the literature 
prize is in full swing, with 
Ladbrokes offering 3/1 
odds for Japanese writ-
er Haruki Murakami and 
American singer-songwriter 
Bob Dylan — an outsider 
whose name appears in 

the Nobel buzz every year 
though the committee has 
never given the prize to a 
musician — placing fourth 
at 10/1. The last American 
to win the Nobel Prize in 
literature was Toni Morri-
son, in 1993. In perhaps the 
most elaborate example 
of Nobel guesswork, the 
scientific division of news 
and financial information 
provider Thomson Reuters 
analyzes thousands of cita-
tions and papers in high-im-
pact academic journals to 
identify possible winners of 
the science and econom-
ics awards.
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MARK STEVENSON
Associated Press
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexi-
can archaeologists say 
they have determined that 
the ancient Mayas built 
watchtower-style struc-
tures atop the ceremonial 
ball court at the temples 
of Chichen Itza to observe 
the equinoxes and solstic-
es, and they said Friday 
that the discovery adds to 
understanding of the many 
layers of ritual significance 

ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON
Associated Press
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexi-
can archaeologists said 
they uncovered the largest 
number of skulls ever found 
in one offering this week-
end at the most sacred 
temple of the Aztec empire 
dating back more than 500 
years.
The finding reveals new 
ways the pre-Colombian 
civilization used skulls in ritu-
als at Mexico City’s Templo 
Mayor, experts said. That’s 
where the most important 
Aztec ceremonies took 
place between 1325 un-
til the Spanish conquest in 
1521.
The 50 skulls were found at 
one sacrificial stone. Five 
were buried under the 
stone, and each had holes 
on both sides — signaling 
they were hung on a skull 
rack. Archaeologist Raul 
Barrera of Mexico’s Nation-
al Institute of Anthropology 
and History said the other 
45 skulls appeared to have 
just been dumped on top 
of the stone.
The team of archeologists 
unearthed the skulls and 
jaw bones in August. They 
stumbled on them as they 
were renovating a section 
of the Templo Mayor in the 
heart of Mexico City.
Barrera said they believe 
the 45 skulls were those of 
women and men between 

Mayan ball court was celestial ‘marker’ 
that the ball game had for 
the culture.
The structures sit atop the 
low walls of the court, 
where the Mayas played 
a game that consisted, as 
far as experts can tell, of 
knocking a heavy, latex 
ball with their elbows, knees 
or hips, through a stone ring 
set in the walls.
The bases of the structures 
— essentially, look-out box-
es set atop the walls, each 
one with a small slit running 
through it —had been de-
tected before, but archae-
ologist hadn’t been sure 
what they were used for. 
Since the ball court was 
built around 864 A.D., the 
boxes and the stairs lead-
ing to them had crumbled.
The government’s National 
Institute of Anthropology 
and History announced 
Thursday that the boxes 
had been 90-percent re-
constructed, based on 
the stone footings that 

remained. Late last year 
and early this year, a team 
led by archaeologist Jose 
Huchim confirmed that 
the sun shone through the 
slit-like openings when the 
setting sun touches the ho-
rizon at the winter solstice.
The sun’s rays also formed 
a diagonal pattern at the 
equinox in the slit-like open-
ings, which are about tall 
enough to stand up in.
Huchim said he knew of no 
similar structures at other 
Mayan ball courts. “This 
is the place where we’re 
finding this type of pasaje 
(structure),”
 Huchim said. He said a 
stone structure atop a ball 
court at the nearby ruin 
site of Uxmal appeared to 
have been used as a sort of 
spectators’ stand for elite 
audiences.
Huchim said the slits may 
have been used to deter-
mine when ball matches 
were played, given that the 

ball itself, as it was knocked 
through the air by the play-
ers, may have been seen 
as imitating the sun’s arc as 
it passed through the sky.
It may have also been used 
“like a calendar, to mark 
important periods for ag-
riculture,” like planting the 
core crop of corn.
Finally, 
Huchim noted that old de-
scriptions of the ball courts 
sometimes depicted peo-
ple atop the walls, and that 
they may have been act-
ing as umpires in the game.
Huchim said Thursday that 
stairways to the structures 
are being restored so visi-
tors can observe the phe-
nomenon.
Boston University archae-
ologist Francisco Estrada-
Belli, who was not involved 
in the project, 
said the solar sighting 
lines were part of “part of 
Maya architecture and 
cosmology.”q

An archeologist sprays water on a skull recently discovered at 
the archaeological site Templo Mayor in Mexico City, Friday, 
Oct. 5, 2012. Mexican archaeologists say they have found the 
largest amount of skulls at the most sacred temple of the Aztec 
empire. Five of the 50 skulls that were found, including this scull, 
were buried under a sacrificial stone and have holes on both 
sides of the head, evidence they were hung on a skull rack. 

(AP Photo/Alexandre Meneghini)

Mexico: Sacred Aztec temple nets 50 skulls 
20 and 35 years old and 
could have been dug up 
from other sites and rebur-
ied.
Last August, the Mexican 

government announced 
experts had found an un-
precedented human burial 
at another spot in the same 
temple in which the skel-

eton of a young woman, 
possibly sacrificed personi-
fying a goddess, was sur-
rounded by piles of nearly 
1,800 bones. Another un-
usual finding this summer 
was a “sacred tree,” which 
looks like a battered oak 
trunk emerging from a well 
and which experts say was 
brought from a mountain 
region for a ritual.
The skulls shown to the me-
dia Friday were in good 
condition but cracked on 
each side of the head, pos-
sibly because of the wood-
en stake that ran through 
them so they could be 
placed in a skull rack.
Barrera said the key in the 
discovery was the sacrifi-
cial rock, which looks like a 
gray headstone.
“Underneath the sacrificial 

stone, we found an offer-
ing of five skulls. These skulls 
were pierced with a stick,” 
he said. “These are very im-
portant findings.”
University of Florida archae-
ologist Susan Gillespie, who 
was not involved in the 
excavation, said it caught 
her attention that the skulls 
that had been on the rack, 
called tzompantli, were 
buried separately.
“It provides rather novel 
information on the use 
and reuse of skulls for rit-
ual events at the Templo 
Mayor,” Gillespie said in an 
email.
Also, the common belief 
about Aztec sacrificial 
stones is that a person be-
ing sacrificed was killed by 
cutting open the chest and 
pulling out the heart. q
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Neeson’s ‘Taken 2’ debut tops weekend box offi ce 

Actor Liam Neeson signing autographs at a special fan screen-
ing of his latest fi lm, “Taken 2,” at the AMC Empire Times Square, 
in New York. “Taken 2” led the box offi ce with $50 million domes-
tically over opening weekend, according to studio estimates 
Sunday.

(AP Photo/Dave Allocca)

DAVID GERMAIN
AP Movie Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Crit-
ics don’t like “Taken 2,” but 
Liam Neeson’s action se-
quel has proved twice the 
hit among fans as the origi-
nal movie was.
“Taken 2” led the box offi ce 
with $50 million domestically 
over opening weekend, ac-
cording to studio estimates 
Sunday. That’s double the 
haul for Neeson’s “Taken,” 
which took in $24.7 million in 
its U.S. debut in early 2009.
“Taken” went on to be-
come a $145 million smash 
for Neeson, the Academy 
Award-nominated star of 
“Schindler’s List” who has 
become an unlikely action 
hero in his 50s.
In “Taken 2,” Neeson returns 
as a retired CIA agent us-
ing his expert espionage 
and killing skills to take on 
a gang of thugs out for re-
venge against him and his 
family.
“He gives hope to ag-
ing men,” said Paul Der-

garabedian, an analyst 
for box-offi ce tracker Hol-
lywood.com. “He’s done 
the reverse of most actors, 
where you do the action 
stuff when you’re younger 

then do the more intro-
spective work when you’re 
older. He’s sort of turned it 
around. When he’s 80, he’ll 
probably be kicking even 

more butt.”
“Taken 2,” which began 
rolling out overseas a week-
end earlier, added $55 mil-
lion more in about 50 inter-
national markets to raise its 

worldwide total to $117 mil-
lion.
The previous weekend’s No. 
1 movie at the U.S. box of-
fi ce, Adam Sandler’s ani-

mated hit “Hotel Transylva-
nia,” dropped to second-
place with $26.3 million. The 
Sony release raised its do-
mestic total to $76 million, 
and it has taken in $29.3 
million overseas for a world-
wide haul of $105.3 million.
Expanding into nationwide 
release after a limited de-
but a week earlier, Univer-
sal’s music tale “Pitch Per-
fect” moved up to third-
place with $14.7 million. The 
movie stars Anna Kendrick 
as a college freshman spic-
ing things up for her a cap-
pella singing squad.
Sony’s sci-fi  thriller “Looper,” 
starring Bruce Willis and Jo-
seph Gordon-Levitt, fell from 
second-place to fourth with 
$12.2 million, lifting its do-
mestic haul to $40.3 million.
Tim Burton’s animated mon-
ster tale “Frankenweenie” 
had a slow start, taking in 
$11.5 million to round out 
the top-fi ve. 
The Disney release is an up-
date of Burton’s 1984 live-
action short fi lm, about a 

boy who brings his dead 
dog back to life.
Released by 20th Century 
Fox, “Taken 2” gave a big 
boost to Hollywood rev-
enues, which have lagged 
most weekends since late 
summer. Domestic busi-
ness totaled $138 million, up 
45.5 percent from the same 
weekend last year, when 
“Real Steel” led with $27.3 
million.
“Most people go to the 
movies for a certain dose 
of escapism,” said Chris 
Aronson, head of distribu-
tion for 20th Century Fox. 
“It doesn’t have to be high 
art. It doesn’t have to be 
serious and contempla-
tive. They go to the movies 
to be entertained, and my 
gosh, that’s what this movie 
does.”
“Frankenweenie” had a 
modest debut compared 
to Burton’s last animated 
feature, “Corpse Bride,” 
which took in $19.1 million 
in its fi rst weekend of wide 
release in 2005. 
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O’Reilly, Stewart tangle
in mock political debate

Big Bird perches at SNL 

‘Duck Dynasty’ luring audiences
Comedy Central’s Jon Stewart, left, and Bill O’Reilly tape an 
interview in New York. Stewart and O’Reilly, a celebrity odd 
couple with a history of public political feuds, tangle in a sold-
out debate in Washington. The so-called “Rumble in the Air-
Conditioned Auditorium” offers a jocular sideshow to the series 
of three more somber debates this month between President 
Barack Obama and Republican Mitt Romney. 

(AP Photo/Peter Kramer)

JOSH LEDERMAN
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — There 
were all the trappings of 
a high-octane presiden-
tial debate: the over-
the-top declarations, the 
pre-practiced zingers and 
the schmaltzy appeals to 
America’s truest values. 
But the presidential candi-
dates were nowhere to be 

found.
In their place Saturday 
were two celebrity gab-
bers who have claimed 
their stakes to the polar 
opposite ends of the po-
litical spectrum: Bill O’Reilly 
and Jon Stewart. The po-
litical odd-couple came 
to Washington ready to 
tangle in an event mock-
ingly dubbed “The Rumble 
in the Air-Conditioned Au-
ditorium.”
Choice words not suit-
able for the faint of heart 
dotted the 90-minute ex-
change between the Fox 
News anchor and the star 
of Comedy Central’s “The 
Daily Show,” who bantered 
aggressively but good-na-
turedly over birth control, 
President George W. Bush 
and the so-called “War on 
Christmas.”
Stewart came prepped 
with a mechanical ped-
estal he used to elevate 
himself in the air, making 
the height-challenged co-
median appear taller than 

the lanky O’Reilly when he 
wanted to drive a point 
home.
“I like you much better that 
way,” O’Reilly quipped at 
one point as he gazed up 
at his ideological foe.
The political feud between 
the two caffeinated TV 
personalities dates back 
more than a decade. 
Much like family members 

who just can’t resist pushing 
each other’s buttons over 
Thanksgiving stuffi ng, Stew-
art and O’Reilly love to dis-
agree, but appear to hold 
nothing against each other 
once the latest spat has 
run its course. The two have 
appeared on each other’s 
programs since 2001, but 
the face-off Saturday at 
The George Washington 
University marked their fi rst 
head-to-head debate.
Appearing wholly presi-
dential in dark jackets and 
face makeup under a sign 
reading “Yum, this ban-
ner tastes like freedom,” 
the two quickly turned to 
talk of government spend-
ing and the 47 percent of 
Americans that Republican 
Mitt Romney said in a video 
are dependent on govern-
ment.
Stewart, defending gov-
ernment involvement in 
health care and social pro-
grams, said the U.S. has al-
ways been an entitlement 
nation.

In a week when Big Bird was in the news, it seemed fi tting to 
fi nd him perched at the parody news report Saturday Oct. 6, 
2012 on NBC’s “Saturday Night Live.” 

(AP Photo/Matt Sayles)

Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — In a week 
when Big Bird was in the news, 
it seemed fi tting to fi nd him 
perched at the parody news 
report on NBC’s “Saturday 
Night Live.”
But joining Seth Meyers at the 
“Weekend Update” anchor 
desk, the popular “Sesame 
Street” character declined to 
comment on presidential hope-
ful Mitt Romney’s vow to cut 
federal funding for PBS. Explain-
ing why, Big Bird said he didn’t 
want to “ruffl e any feathers.”
He told Meyers how he had 
learned of being mentioned on 
Wednesday’s debate. He said 
he’d gotten “a million tweets.” 
From real birds, that is.
Since then, he said he was feel-
ing very famous, standing tall 
above every other 8-foot talk-
ing bird.
In closing, Big Bird shared a joke 
befi tting his childish sense of hu-
mor.
Question: Who like debates?
Answer: de-fi shes.

Willie Robertson and his wife, 
Korie, of the reality series 
“Duck Dynasty,” in West Mon-
roe, La., Oct. 3, 2012. The A&E 
reality show about a Louisiana 
family that makes duck calls is 
growing in popularity. 
(J. Patterson/The New York 
Times)

NEIL GENZLINGER
©  2012 New York Times
WEST MONROE, La. – The 
moments before a religious 
service begins are gener-
ally ones of quiet refl ection 
for the congregants, but on 
a recent Sunday at White’s 
Ferry Road Church of Christ 
here something incongru-
ous was going on two-thirds 
of the way back in the spa-
cious hall.
Parishioners were walking 
up to perhaps the scruffi -
est, most disheveled-look-
ing man in the church as 
he sat in his pew, offering 
a greeting and making a 
request. They were asking 
him to autograph copies of 
his biography.
The man was Phil Robert-
son, who along with his 
heavily bearded sons is 
famous in this part of Loui-
siana and, increasingly, 
all over the country. The 
Robertson family’s duck-
call-making business, Duck 
Commander, has been an 
evolving media phenom-
enon, beginning years ago 
with videos aimed at hunt-
ers, then becoming the 
subject of a show on the 
Outdoor Channel and last 
March moving up to the 
much bigger stage of A&E.

That A&E series, “Duck Dy-
nasty,” begins its second 
season Wednesday night, 
now fi rmly established as 
one of the quirkiest, most 
enjoyable reality shows on 
television. The Robertson 
clan – Phil and his wife, Kay; 
their sons; the sons’ wives; 
weird Uncle Si; even the 
grandchildren – all seem 
to have a natural gift for 
deadpan humor.
They are busting the image 
of what might collectively 
be called backwoods TV, 

the ever-growing list of re-
ality shows about wran-
gling alligators and catfi sh 
and wild hogs. Where most 
of those shows are one-
note and aggressively low 
brow, “Duck Dynasty” has 
a varied cast of characters 
who fi t together seamlessly, 
and any idiocy is deliber-
ate. Sure, making an im-
promptu duck pond in the 
warehouse loading dock, 
as some of the guys did in 
a Season 1 episode, might 
not have been the most 
productive use of time, but 
it was pretty funny. “Duck 
Dynasty” is loosely cen-
tered on the Duck Com-
mander business, which is 
headed by Willie Robert-
son, 39, the third of Phil and 
Kay’s four sons. 
Very little duck-call-making 
actually takes place in any 
given episode. Instead the 
focus is likely to be some 
harebrained project in-
stigated by Willie’s older 
brother Jase, or Phil’s ob-
session with ridding his land 
of beavers, or Kay’s deter-
mination to open a restau-
rant, or Uncle Si’s efforts to 
give driving pointers to a 
young member of the clan, 
or some similar bit of frivo-
lousness. 
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Jobs Report: Cooked Or Correct?

Of Hooters, Zombies And Senators

JOE NOCERA
©  2012 New York Times
“Unbelievable job num-
bers,” tweeted Jack Welch, 
the iconic former boss of 
General Electric, on Friday 
morning, moments after 
the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics released its September 
jobs fi gures. “These Chica-
go guys will do anything,” 
he continued. “Can’t de-
bate so change numbers.”
The jobs numbers, unques-
tionably, gave a boost to 
the Obama campaign, still 
reeling from the president’s 
poor debate performance. 
While the bureau’s survey 
of businesses showed a 
ho-hum rise of 114,000 in 
nonfarm employment, the 
unemployment rate had 
somehow dropped from 
8.1 percent in August to 7.8 
percent, far exceeding ex-
pectations. Thus, a month 
before the election, and 
for the fi rst time in Barack 
Obama’s presidency, un-
employment was under 8 
percent.
Welch smelled conspiracy. 
And he wasn’t alone. “To-
tal data manipulation,” 
tweeted a writer at Zero-
hedge, a fi nancial news 
blog. “Such a farce.” Fox 
News spent much of Friday 
morning piling on.
It’s worth pointing out that 
the last time anyone ac-
cused the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of being politically 
motivated was when Rich-
ard Nixon did so in 1971. 
Upset that the bureau was 
releasing fi gures showing 
higher unemployment dur-
ing his re-election cam-
paign, he asked his hatch-
et man, Charles Colson, to 
investigate the bureau’s 
top offi cials, including its 
chief, Julius Shiskin.
So Point No. 1: The idea 
that a handful of career 
bureaucrats, their jobs se-

cure no matter who is in the 
White House, would manip-
ulate the unemployment 
data to help the president, 
is ludicrous. Jack Welch 
knows it, too; when I called 
him Friday afternoon, he 
quickly backpedaled. “I’m 
not accusing anybody of 
anything,” he protested. 
But he went on to add that 
everything he’s seen sug-
gests that the economy re-
mains in the doldrums, and 
it just didn’t seem possible 
that the unemployment 
rate could have dropped 
so drastically, and so quick-
ly.
Hence, Point No. 2: There is, 
indeed, something a little 
strange about the way the 
country derives its employ-
ment statistics. It turns out 
that the statistics the bu-
reau releases each month 
are generated by two dif-
ferent reports. One, called 
the establishment report, 
is a survey of businesses. 
That’s where the 114,000 
additional jobs comes 
from.
The second is a survey of 
55,000 households, where 
people are asked about 
their employment status. 
Extrapolating from the 
survey, the bureau con-
cluded that an additional 
873,000 people had found 
work in September. It is that 
number that brought the 
unemployment rate from 
8.1 percent to 7.8 percent.
When I asked a bureau 
spokeswoman why there 
was such divergence be-
tween the two numbers, 
she said she had no idea. 
“The reports are totally sep-
arate,” she said.
When I put the same ques-
tion to economists, they 
shrugged. Maybe it was 
because an additional 
582,000 Americans were 
working part time, which 
doesn’t show up in payroll 
statistics. Maybe it was be-
cause of increased gov-
ernment employment. For 
some unexplained reason, 
there is always an uptick in 
September. (“Maybe it has 
something to do with going 
back to school,” said Mark 
Zandi of Moody’s Analytics, 
who quickly added, “I’m 
just guessing here.”) In any 
case, it wasn’t anything 
economists hadn’t seen 
before. 

GAIL COLLINS
©  2012 New York Times
Today, let’s take a look at 
debates that do not in-
volve Barack Obama and 
Mitt Romney. You can 
thank me later.
I am talking about the 
races for the U.S. Senate, 
people. Attention must be 
paid! And, as a reward, 
we can also discuss a new 
campaign ad featuring 
zombies.
There are 33 Senate con-
tests this year, although 
voters in some of the states 
may not have noticed 
there’s anything going on. 
In Texas, for instance, Paul 
Sadler, a Democrat, has 
had a tough time getting 
any attention in his battle 
against the Tea Party fan 
favorite Ted Cruz. Except, 
perhaps, when he called 
Cruz a “troll” in their fi rst de-
bate.
In Utah, Scott Howell, a 
Democrat, has been argu-
ing that if the 78-year-old 
Sen. Orrin Hatch wins, he 
might “die before his term 
is through.” Suggesting a 
longtime incumbent is over 
the hill is a venerable elec-
tion technique, but you re-
ally are supposed to be a 

little more delicate about 
it. Howell also proposed 
having 29 debates. The 
fact that Hatch agreed to 
only two was, he claimed, 
proof of the senator’s fad-
ing stamina.
Nobody in Massachusetts 
could have missed the 
fact that there’s a Senate 
race going on. In their last 
debate, Scott Brown and 
Elizabeth Warren sound-
ed like two angry squirrels 
trapped in a small closet. A 
high point came when the 
candidates were asked to 
name their ideal Supreme 
Court justice. “That’s a 
great question!” Brown said 
brightly, in what appeared 
to be a stall for time. He 
came up with Antonin Scal-
ia. Then, after boos from the 
audience, Brown added 
more names, until he had 
picked about half the cur-
rent court, from John Rob-
erts to Sonia Sotomayor.
Meanwhile, in Nebraska, 
the Democrat Bob Kerrey 
began his debate remarks 
with: “First of all, let me as-
sure you that I’m still Bob 
Kerrey.” This seemed to be 
a bad sign.
There are actually about 
only a dozen Senate races 
in which there is serious sus-
pense about who’s going 
to win. To the Republicans’ 
dismay, many of them are 
in states that were sup-
posed to be a lock for the 
GOP.
Tea Party pressure pro-
duced several terrible can-
didates. We have all heard 
about Todd Akin in Missouri, 
who claimed after a recent 

debate that Sen. Claire 
McCaskill wasn’t suffi cient-
ly “ladylike.” Since then, 
Akin has doubled down 
on a claim that doctors 
frequently perform abor-
tions on women who aren’t 
pregnant.
In others, the Republicans 
found awful candidates 
without any help from the 
far right.
Sen. Bill Nelson in Florida 
received the gift of Rep. 
Connie Mack IV as his Re-
publican opponent, and 
promptly unveiled an ad 
calling Mack “a promoter 
for Hooters with a history 
of barroom brawling, al-
tercation and road rage.” 
Mack’s fortunes seem to 
have been sliding ever 
since. Recently, while he 
was greeting voters at a 
Donut Hole cafe, one el-
derly couple asked him to 
get them a menu.
Some Democratic candi-
dates are also turning out 
to be stronger than antici-
pated – like Arizona’s Rich-
ard Carmona, a Hispanic 
physician who served 
as surgeon general un-
der President George W. 
Bush. Carmona is a Viet-
nam combat veteran who 
worked as a SWAT team 
leader for the Pima County 
Sheriff’s Department. “In 
1992,” his campaign bi-
ography reports, “he rap-
pelled from a helicopter 
to rescue a paramedic 
stranded on a mountain-
side when their medevac 
helicopter crashed during 
a snowstorm, inspiring a 
made-for-TV movie.”
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Slow-burning rebellion against Chile on Easter Island

Moais, the towering statues carved from volcanic tuff, at Rano Rarakui on Easter Island, Sept. 29, 
2012. Inspired by other parts of Polynesia that have obtained political autonomy or are seeking 
independence, leaders of the Rapanui people on the island are mounting a rebellion against 
Chile. 

(Tomas Munita/The New York Times)

A tourist in Hanga Roa, Easter Island, Sept. 29, 2012. Inspired by 
other parts of Polynesia that have obtained political autonomy 
or are seeking independence, leaders of the Rapanui people on 
the island are mounting a rebellion against Chile. 

(Tomas Munita/The New York Times)
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HANGA ROA, Easter Is-
land – Not long ago, as 
some elders of the Rapanui 
people wistfully recall, a 
sense of profound isolation 
pervaded this windswept 
speck of land in the Pacifi c. 
Horses were the dominant 
mode of transportation, 
fl ights to the outside world 
were few and far between, 
and the island’s Polynesian 
language enjoyed domi-
nance in most spheres of 
life.
Now, so many cars roam 
the roads of this fragile is-
land (it is smaller than Mar-
tha’s Vineyard) that Ra-
panui grimly joke how they 
may outnumber the moai, 
the prized towering stat-
ues their ancestors carved 
from volcanic tuff, beguil-
ing archaeologists. Span-
ish, the language of Chile, 
which annexed Easter Is-
land in 1888, now prevails 
across much of the island. 
New luxury hotels catering 
to rich Chileans and mon-
eyed foreign visitors charge 
$1,100 a night, accentuat-
ing a festering income gap.
And there is yet another 
feature of life in Chile, a na-
tion grappling with fi erce 
anti-government protests 
by students and indigenous 
groups, which has made it 
here: violent clashes with 
security forces.
Inspired by other parts of 
Polynesia that have ob-
tained a considerable de-
gree of political autonomy 
or are in the process of seek-
ing independence, leaders 
of the Rapanui people are 

mounting a slow-burning 
rebellion against Chile. 
Their movement on the is-
land – which they call Rapa 
Nui, not Easter Island – pres-
ents a unique test for a Latin 
American country: quelling 
a challenge to its rule in the 
middle of the South Pacifi c.
“Our nearest border is with 
the Pitcairn Islands, not 
Chile,” said Leviante Araki, 
54, president of the Rapa 
Nui Parliament, a pro-inde-
pendence organization, 
referring to the British over-
seas territory more than 
1,200 miles to the west.
Newcomers from main-
land Chile, which is almost 
twice that distance in the 
other direction, are fueling 
a sharp increase in Easter Is-
land’s population, increas-
ing it by 54 percent to 5,800 
over the last decade. Con-
tinentals, as mainland Chil-
eans are called here, now 
slightly outnumber Rapanui 
on the island, at about 
3,000 to 2,800, according to 
the mayor, Luz Zasso Paoa.
Protests here have crystal-
lized around the thwarted 
efforts by one prominent 
Rapanui clan, the Hi-
torangi, to reclaim land 
on which a luxury hotel 
was recently completed. 
But other sources of ire 
among the Rapanui have 
also emerged, including 
bitterness over privileges 
like subsidized housing that 
have been extended to 
some mainland Chileans, 
competition for jobs in the 
lucrative tourism trade and 
the mainland’s control over 
the island’s affairs. Secu-
rity forces violently evicted 

Rapanui protesters in 2010 
who had occupied build-
ings and other sites. Images 
captured on cellphone 
cameras showed blood-
stained Rapanui, drawing 
admonition from the United 
Nations last year over the 
use of force to resolve the 
island’s problems. Though 
the situation has calmed 
somewhat since then, non-

violent protests by the Ra-
panui have continued well 
into this year.
Despite the agitation, Eas-
ter Island still awes. Nearly a 
thousand monolithic moai 
remain strewed around 
volcanic craters and sandy 
shorelines, guarding the 
secrets of an island settled 
more than nine centuries 
ago by Polynesian explor-
ers. Clusters of horses wildly 
roam the hills, as if Easter Is-
land belonged to them.
But unresolved disputes 
over land and sovereign-
ty, between the Rapanui 

and continentals – and 
even among some of the 
Rapanui themselves – are 
clouding this superfi cially 
easygoing outpost. Rather 
than subjugating the au-
tonomy movement, the 
crackdowns seem to have 
added to the resentment 
here, with the Rapa Nui 
Parliament now taking its 
fi ght to the courts by fi ling 
a lawsuit on the mainland 
this year seeking indepen-
dence.
The group says the island’s 
annexation, under an 1888 
treaty, was made illegiti-
mate by Chile’s inequitable 
administration of it, includ-
ing the removal of Rapanui 
from ancestral lands, their 
forced confi nement to the 
town of Hanga Roa and 
the leasing of almost the 
entire island for decades to 
the Williamson-Balfour Co., 
a Scottish sheep-ranching 
concern.
Some Rapanui contend 
that their last king, Simeon 
Riro Kainga, was poisoned 
in 1898 during a visit to 
Chile’s coast. The Rapa Nui 

Parliament last year unilat-
erally declared Valentino 
Riroroko Tuki, the 81-year-
old grandson of the last 
monarch, as the new king, 
a step in its legal battle to 
void the annexation treaty. 
Still, other Rapanui groups 
have their own aspirants to 
the throne, refl ecting the 
island’s fractious internal 
politics. “This island was op-
erated like a concentration 
camp,” said Riroroko Tuki, a 
mild-mannered farmer who 
gained fame for resisting 
oppressive rule in the 1950s, 
when Chile’s navy prohib-

ited Rapanui from leav-
ing the island and publicly 
fl ogged islanders as pun-
ishment. He escaped on 
a fi shing boat to the Cook 
Islands, more than 3,200 
miles away.
Leaders of the Rapa Nui 
Parliament said they fully 
expect to lose the inde-
pendence lawsuit on the 
mainland, viewing it as a 
step to pursue the claims 
in venues like the Interna-
tional Court of Justice. One 
model under study here 
is the Cook Islands, a self-
governing parliamentary 
democracy in a “free asso-
ciation” with New Zealand. 
Still, pro-independence 
sentiment, while support-
ed by sizable factions of 
Rapanui, is by no means 
unanimous. Alberto Hotus, 
head of the Council of El-
ders, from which the Rapa 
Nui Parliament splintered 
off, pointed out that the is-
land still depends on Chile 
for its health care, food, 
telecommunications and 
fl ights to the mainland.
“If we cut ties to Chile,” he 
said, “we will return to eat-
ing pasture.”
The authorities on the 
mainland are cautiously 
following the talk of inde-
pendence. Carlos Llan-
caqueo, President Sebas-
tian Pinera’s commissioner 
to Easter Island, said of-
fi cials were well aware of 
the island’s problems and 
were moving ahead with 
plans to improve the power 
grid, potable water systems 
and bilingual education 
in both the Rapa Nui lan-
guage and Spanish.
Additionally, Llancaqueo 
said new legislation gov-
erning migration and resi-
dency is under prepara-
tion, but Chile’s Constitu-
tion requires the Rapanui 
people to be consulted 
before the law is enacted, 
a process just getting un-
der way. He said another 
proposal would give Easter 
Island greater control over 
its own fi nances, though 
the idea has languished 
for years; as it stands, the 
island is a province of the 
Region of Valparaiso, so 
decisions regarding funds 
for everything from edu-
cation to infrastructure are 
made on the mainland, a 
fi ve-hour fl ight away.


